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What did young, independent women do for fun and how did they pay their way into New Y ork City's turn-
of-the-century pleasure places? Cheap Amusements is a fascinating discussion of young working women
whose meager wages often fell short of bare subsistence and rarely allowed for entertainment expenses.

Kathy Peiss follows working women into saloons, dance halls, Coney Island amusement parks, social clubs,
and nickel odeons to explore the culture of these young women between 1880 and 1920 as expressed in
leisure activities. By examining the rituals and styles they adopted and placing that culture in the larger
context of urban working-class life, she offers us a complex picture of the dynamics shaping aworking
woman's experience and consciousness at the turn-of-the-century. Not only does her analysis lead us to new
insights into working-class culture, changing social relations between single men and women, and urban
courtship, but it al'so gives us afuller understanding of the cultural transformations that gave rise to the
commerciaization of leisure.

The early twentieth century witnessed the emergence of "heterosocial companionship” as a dominant
ideology of gender, affirming mixed-sex patterns of social interaction, in contrast to the nineteenth century's
segregated spheres. Cheap Amusements argues that a crucial part of the "reorientation of American culture”
originated from below, specifically in the subculture of working women to be found in urban dance halls and
amusement resorts.
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From reader reviews:
LedieMarcdlus:

This book untitled Cheap Amusements: Working Women and Leisure in Turn-of-the-Century New Y ork to
be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you
can get alot of benefitinit. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can
order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this
book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this
publication from your list.

Rebecca Whedler:

Typically the book Cheap Amusements: Working Women and Leisure in Turn-of-the-Century New Y ork has
alot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of profit. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This
specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Eileen Matherly:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Cheap Amusements. Working Women
and Leisurein Turn-of-the-Century New Y ork book written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you
still question Cheap Amusements. Working Women and Leisure in Turn-of-the-Century New Y ork as good
book not just by the cover but also by content. Thisis one e-book that can break don't judge book by its
handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth
sense aready told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Amado Elam:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more treasured than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust smple solution to have that.
What you are related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience alook at some
books. One of several booksin the top checklist in your reading list is Cheap Amusements: Working Women
and Leisurein Turn-of-the-Century New Y ork. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get
you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get
many advantages.
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