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We take reputations for granted. Believing in the bad and the good natures of our notorious or illustrious
forebears is part of our shared national heritage. Yet we are largely ignorant of how such reputations came to
be, who was instrumental in creating them, and why. Even less have we considered how villains, just as
much as heroes, have helped our society define its values.
Presenting essays on America's most reviled traitor, its worst president, and its most controversial literary
ingénue (Benedict Arnold, Warren G. Harding, and Lolita), among others, sociologist Gary Alan Fine
analyzes negative, contested, and subcultural reputations. Difficult Reputations offers eight compelling
historical case studies as well as a theoretical introduction situating the complex roles in culture and history
that negative reputations play.

Arguing the need for understanding real conditions that lead to proposed interpretations, as well as how
reputations are given meaning over time, this book marks an important contribution to the sociologies of
culture and knowledge.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Carter:

The book Difficult Reputations: Collective Memories of the Evil, Inept, and Controversial has a lot details
on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author.
The author makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after reading this book.

Erik Herrera:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, think
reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-
book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Difficult Reputations: Collective
Memories of the Evil, Inept, and Controversial which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's observe.

Lorenzo McAvoy:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose
the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of book
Difficult Reputations: Collective Memories of the Evil, Inept, and Controversial. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Steven Hackett:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Difficult Reputations: Collective Memories of
the Evil, Inept, and Controversial to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it
and mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open
up a book and read it. Beside that the book Difficult Reputations: Collective Memories of the Evil, Inept, and
Controversial can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must
you're doing of their time.
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