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Mention “ethnic cleansing” and most Americans are likely to think of “sectarian” or “tribal” conflict in some
far-off locale plagued by unstable or corrupt government. According to historian Gary Clayton Anderson,
however, the United States has its own legacy of ethnic cleansing, and it involves American Indians.

In Ethnic Cleansing and the Indian, Anderson uses ethnic cleansing as an analytical tool to challenge the
alluring idea that Anglo-American colonialism in the New World constituted genocide. Beginning with the
era of European conquest, Anderson employs definitions of ethnic cleansing developed by the United
Nations and the International Criminal Court to reassess key moments in the Anglo-American dispossession
of American Indians.

Euro-Americans’ extensive use of violence against Native peoples is well documented. Yet Anderson argues
that the inevitable goal of colonialism and U.S. Indian policy was not to exterminate a population, but to
obtain land and resources from the Native peoples recognized as having legitimate possession. The clashes
between Indians, settlers, and colonial and U.S. governments, and subsequent dispossession and forcible
migration of Natives, fit the modern definition of ethnic cleansing.

To support the case for ethnic cleansing over genocide, Anderson begins with English conquerors’ desire to
push Native peoples to the margin of settlement, a violent project restrained by the Enlightenment belief that
all humans possess a “natural right” to life. Ethnic cleansing comes into greater analytical focus as Anderson
engages every major period of British and U.S. Indian policy, especially armed conflict on the American
frontier where government soldiers and citizen militias alike committed acts that would be considered war
crimes today.

Drawing on a lifetime of research and thought about U.S.-Indian relations, Anderson analyzes the Jacksonian
“Removal” policy, the gold rush in California, the dispossession of Oregon Natives, boarding schools and
other “benevolent” forms of ethnic cleansing, and land allotment. Although not amounting to genocide,
ethnic cleansing nevertheless encompassed a host of actions that would be deemed criminal today, all of
which had long-lasting consequences for Native peoples.
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From reader reviews:

Shari Yung:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Ethnic Cleansing and the Indian: The Crime That
Should Haunt America book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Kim Townsend:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Ethnic Cleansing and the Indian: The Crime
That Should Haunt America, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on
its called reading friends.

Teresa Raap:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Ethnic Cleansing and the Indian:
The Crime That Should Haunt America which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
see.

Harley Campbell:

You can obtain this Ethnic Cleansing and the Indian: The Crime That Should Haunt America by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed
but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information
about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's
try to choose suitable ways for you.
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