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Allergy is the sixth leading cause of chronic illness in the United States. More than fifty million Americans
suffer from allergies, and they spend an estimated $18 billion coping with them. Yet despite advances in
biomedicine and enormous investment in research over the past fifty years, the burden of allergic disease
continues to grow. Why have we failed to reverse this trend?
Breathing Space offers an intimate portrait of how allergic disease has shaped American culture, landscape,
and life. Drawing on environmental, medical, and cultural history and the life stories of people, plants, and
insects, Mitman traces how America’s changing environment from the late 1800s to the present day has led
to the epidemic growth of allergic disease. We have seen a never-ending stream of solutions to combat
allergies, from hay fever resorts, herbicides, and air-conditioned homes to numerous potions and pills. But,
as Mitman shows, despite the quest for a magic bullet, none of the attempted solutions has succeeded. Until
we address how our changing environment—physical, biological, social, and economic—has helped to
create America’s allergic landscape, that hoped-for success will continue to elude us.
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From reader reviews:

Ramon Jeter:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Breathing
Space: How Allergies Shape Our Lives and Landscapes suitable to you? The particular book was written by
renowned writer in this era. The book untitled Breathing Space: How Allergies Shape Our Lives and
Landscapesis one of several books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people
in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The
author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the
core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see
the represented of the world on this book.

Marvis Byrnes:

Often the book Breathing Space: How Allergies Shape Our Lives and Landscapes will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In
case you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Breathing Space: How
Allergies Shape Our Lives and Landscapes is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-
book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Doris Cobb:

The book Breathing Space: How Allergies Shape Our Lives and Landscapes has a lot associated with on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you
can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Paul Herbert:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide Breathing Space: How Allergies Shape Our Lives and Landscapes was filled
concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you
can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.
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