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Campaign organizers and the media appear to agree that voters' perceptions of party leaders have an
important impact in elections: considerable effort is made to ensure that leaders look good, speak well, and
that they are up in the polls. In contrast, the academic literature is much more divided. Some suggest that
leaders play an important role in the vote calculus, while others argue that in comparison to other factors,
perceptions of leaders have only a minimal impact.

Platform or Personality? incorporates data from thirty-five election studies across seven countries with
varying institutional environments, and takes both a broad and in-depth look at the role of leaders. A few
noteworthy conclusions emerge. First, voters evaluate leaders' traits in terms of two main dimensions,
character and competence. Second, voters perceive leaders within the framework of a partisan stereotype in
which the party label of the leader imbues meaning; more specifically, leaders of Conservative parties are
seen to be more competent while Left leaders are seen to have more character. Third, and most importantly,
leaders matter: they affect voters' decisions and have a discernible effect on the distribution of votes in an
election. Fourth, there are consistent differences in the perception of party leaders according to voters' level
of political sophistication. While all voters evaluate party leaders and consider leaders in their vote calculus,
the more sophisticated do so the most. This book argues that personality plays an important role in elections,
and that in a healthy democracy, so it should.

Comparative Politics is a series for students, teachers, and researchers of political science that deals with
contemporary government and politics. Global in scope, books in the series are characterized by a stress on
comparative analysis and strong methodological rigour. The series is published in association with the
European Consortium for Political Research.

The Comparative Politics Series is edited by Professor David M. Farrell, School of Politics and International
Relations, University College Dublin, Kenneth Carty, Professor of Political Science, University of British
Columbia, and Professor Dirk Berg-Schlosser, Institute of Political Science, Philipps University, Marburg.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Parker:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a new book.
It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day to reading a
guide. The book Platform or Personality?: The Role of Party Leaders in Elections (Comparative Politics) it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
features high quality.

Joan Naylor:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Platform or Personality?: The Role of Party Leaders
in Elections (Comparative Politics) was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Platform or Personality?: The Role of Party Leaders in Elections (Comparative Politics) has many kinds or
style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that
you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun
and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.

Virginia Johnson:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or
real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Platform or Personality?: The Role of Party Leaders in Elections
(Comparative Politics) can make you experience more interested to read.

Catharine Rosol:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the
book Platform or Personality?: The Role of Party Leaders in Elections (Comparative Politics) we can
consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a
book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life



with this book Platform or Personality?: The Role of Party Leaders in Elections (Comparative Politics). You
can more appealing than now.
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