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The memory feats of famous musicians seem almost superhuman. Can such extraordinary accomplishments
be explained by the same principles that account for more ordinary, everyday memory abilities? To find out,
a concert pianist videotaped her practice as she learned a new piece for performance, the third movement,
Presto, of the Italian Concerto by J.S. Bach. The story of how the pianist went about learning, memorizing
and polishing the piece is told from the viewpoints of the pianist (the second author) and of a cognitive
psychologist (the first author) observing the practice. The counterpoint between these insider and outsider
perspectives is framed by the observations of a social psychologist (the third author) about how the two
viewpoints were reconciled. The CD that accompanies the book provides for yet another perspective,
allowing the reader to hear the polished performance.

Written for both psychologists and musicians, the book provides the first detailed description of how an
experienced pianist organizes her practice, identifying stages of the learning process, characteristics of expert
practice, and practice strategies. The main focus, however, is on memorization. An analysis of what
prominent pianists of the past century have said about memorization reveals considerable disagreement and
confusion. Using previous work on expert memory as a starting point, the authors show how principles of
memory developed by cognitive psychologists apply to musical performance and uncover the intimate
connection between memorization and interpretation.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Bennett:

This Practicing Perfection: Memory and Piano Performance (Expertise: Research and Applications Series)
are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this Practicing
Perfection: Memory and Piano Performance (Expertise: Research and Applications Series) can be one of
many great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone
with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can
bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside
that this Practicing Perfection: Memory and Piano Performance (Expertise: Research and Applications
Series) giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that
could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Patricia Lopez:

This Practicing Perfection: Memory and Piano Performance (Expertise: Research and Applications Series) is
great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal
with world and get to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately
using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly
you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core
information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Practicing Perfection: Memory and Piano
Performance (Expertise: Research and Applications Series) in your hand like obtaining the world in your
arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen
moment right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do
you still doubt that?

Clarence Danner:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real
their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Practicing Perfection: Memory and Piano Performance (Expertise:
Research and Applications Series) can make you experience more interested to read.

Mindy Hicks:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know



that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your current
teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. A substantial number of sorts of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Practicing Perfection: Memory
and Piano Performance (Expertise: Research and Applications Series).
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