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Stealing the Show is a study of African American actors in Hollywood during the 1930s, a decade that saw
the consolidation of stardom as a potent cultural and industrial force. Petty focuses on five performers whose
Hollywood film careers flourished during this period—Louise Beavers, Fredi Washington, Lincoln “Stepin
Fetchit” Perry, Bill “Bojangles” Robinson, and Hattie McDaniel—to reveal the “problematic stardom” and
the enduring, interdependent patterns of performance and spectatorship for performers and audiences of
color. She maps how these actors—though regularly cast in stereotyped and marginalized roles—employed
various strategies of cinematic and extracinematic performance to negotiate their complex positions in
Hollywood and to ultimately “steal the show.” Drawing on a variety of source materials, Petty explores these
stars’ reception among Black audiences and theorizes African American viewership in the early twentieth
century. Her book is an important and welcome contribution to the literature on the movies.
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Hughes:

The book Stealing the Show: African American Performers and Audiences in 1930s Hollywood make you
feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can
to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make examining a book Stealing the Show: African American Performers and Audiences in 1930s
Hollywood to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a reserve Stealing
the Show: African American Performers and Audiences in 1930s Hollywood. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

David Betancourt:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that improve
your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if you want drive
more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one with theme for
entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Stealing the Show: African American Performers and
Audiences in 1930s Hollywood is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Pamela Jernigan:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this Stealing the
Show: African American Performers and Audiences in 1930s Hollywood.

Bernice Bland:

You can obtain this Stealing the Show: African American Performers and Audiences in 1930s Hollywood by
look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties
on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try
to choose correct ways for you.
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