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Medieval bridges are startling achievements of design and engineering comparable with the great cathedrals
of the period, and are also proof of the great importance of road transport in the middle ages and of the size
and sophistication of the medieval economy. David Harrison rewrites their history from early Anglo-Saxon
England right up to the Industrial Revolution, providing new insights into many aspects of the subject.
Looking at the role of bridges in the creation of a new road system, which was significantly different from its
Roman predecessor and which largely survived until the twentieth century, he examines their design. Often
built in the most difficult circumstances: broad flood plains, deep tidal waters, and steep upland valleys, they
withstood all but the most catastrophic floods. He also investigates the immense efforts put into their
construction and upkeep, ranging from the mobilization of large work forces by the old English state to the
role of resident hermits and the charitable donations which produced bridge trusts with huge incomes.

The evidence presented in The Bridges of Medieval England shows that the network of bridges, which had
been in place since the thirteenth century, was capable of serving the needs of the economy on the eve of the
Industrial Revolution. This has profound implications for our understanding of pre-industrial society,
challenging accepted accounts of the development of medieval trade and communications, and bringing to
the fore the continuities from the late Anglo-Saxon period to the eighteenth century. This book is essential
reading for those interested in architecture, engineering, transport, and economics, and any historian sceptical
about the achievements of medieval England.
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From reader reviews:

Terri Mitchell:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled The Bridges of Medieval England: Transport and Society 400-1800
(Oxford Historical Monographs). Try to face the book The Bridges of Medieval England: Transport and
Society 400-1800 (Oxford Historical Monographs) as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when
you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The
book makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make
new experience and knowledge with this book.

Kirby Paradiso:

The book The Bridges of Medieval England: Transport and Society 400-1800 (Oxford Historical
Monographs) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
So just why must we leave the best thing like a book The Bridges of Medieval England: Transport and
Society 400-1800 (Oxford Historical Monographs)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book.
But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to
share all of these. Book The Bridges of Medieval England: Transport and Society 400-1800 (Oxford
Historical Monographs) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You
can look the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Martin Hobson:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more special than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that.
What you are related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One
of the books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely The Bridges of Medieval England: Transport
and Society 400-1800 (Oxford Historical Monographs). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry
Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you
can get many advantages.

Joseph Carter:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or



just trying to find the The Bridges of Medieval England: Transport and Society 400-1800 (Oxford Historical
Monographs) when you needed it?
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