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In his tour de force Blind Memory, Marcus Wood read the visual archive of slavery in eighteenth- and
nineteenth-century America and Britain with a closeness and rigor that until then had been applied only to
the written texts of that epoch. Blind Memory changed the way we look at everything from a Turner seascape
to a crude woodcut in a runaway slave advertisement. The Horrible Gift of Freedom brings the same degree
of rigor to an analysis of the visual culture of Atlantic emancipation.

Wood takes a troubled and troubling look at the iconography inspired by the abolition of slavery across the
Atlantic diaspora. Why, he asks, did imagery showing the very instant of the birth of black slave freedom
invariably personify Liberty as a white woman? Where did the image of the enchained kneeling slave,
ubiquitous in abolitionist visual culture on both sides of the Atlantic, come from? And, most important, why
was freedom invariably depicted as a gift from white people to black people? In order to assess what the
inheritance of emancipation imagery means now and to speculate about where it may travel in the future,
Wood spends the latter parts of this book looking at the 2007 bicentenary of the 1807 Slave Trade Abolition
Act. In this context a provocative range of material is analyzed including commemorative postage stamps,
museum exhibits, street performances, religious ceremonies, political protests, and popular film.

By taking a new look at the role of the visual arts in promoting the “great emancipation swindle,” Wood
brings into the open the manner in which the slave power and its inheritors have single-mindedly focused on
celebratory cultural myths that function to diminish both white culpability and black outrage. This book
demands that the living lies developed around the memory of the emancipation moment in Europe and
America need to be not only reassessed but demolished.
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Musick:

Here thing why this specific Horrible Gift of Freedom: Atlantic Slavery and the Representation of
Emancipation (Race in the Atlantic World, 1700-1900) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as
food or not. Horrible Gift of Freedom: Atlantic Slavery and the Representation of Emancipation (Race in the
Atlantic World, 1700-1900) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out
there but there is no guide that similar with Horrible Gift of Freedom: Atlantic Slavery and the
Representation of Emancipation (Race in the Atlantic World, 1700-1900). It gives you thrill studying
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened
around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train.
Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Horrible Gift of Freedom:
Atlantic Slavery and the Representation of Emancipation (Race in the Atlantic World, 1700-1900) in e-book
can be your alternative.

Kenneth Roberts:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Horrible Gift of Freedom: Atlantic Slavery and the Representation of Emancipation (Race in the Atlantic
World, 1700-1900), you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Charles Wilkerson:

Typically the book Horrible Gift of Freedom: Atlantic Slavery and the Representation of Emancipation
(Race in the Atlantic World, 1700-1900) has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this
book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.

Bruce Smith:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real their
hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful



pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that
on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Horrible Gift of Freedom: Atlantic Slavery and the Representation of
Emancipation (Race in the Atlantic World, 1700-1900) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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