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New York University Press announces with pride the publication of a remarkable project, The Encyclopedia
of Jewish Life before and during the Holocaust. Edited by Dr. Shmuel Spector and the late Dr. Geoffrey
Wigoder and published in conjunction with Yad Vashem, the Holocaust Remembrance Authority of Israel,
the Encyclopedia represents the fruit of more than three decades of labor and stands as one of the most
important and ambitious projects the Press has published. Nobel Peace Prize-winner Elie Wiesel contributed
the foreword.

Today throughout much of Europe, North Africa and the Middle East, only fragmentary remnants of once
thriving Jewish communities can be found as evidence of more than two thousand years of vibrant Jewish
presence among the nations of the world. These communities, many of them ancient, were systematically
destroyed by Hitler's forces during the Holocaust. Yet each of their stories-from small village enclaves to
large urban centers-is unique in its details and represents one of the countless intertwined threads that
comprise the rich tapestry of Jewish history.

The Encyclopedia of Jewish Life before and during the Holocaust captures these lost images. In three
volumes, it chronicles the people, habits and customs of more than 6,500 Jewish communities that thrived
during the early part of the twentieth century only to be changed irrevocably by the war. It clarifies precise
locations of settlements based on documents and maps found in recently opened archives; it traces their
development through history; it shares small details of everyday life-the culture, the politics, and the faith
that inspired the people; and its photographs put faces on the immeasurable loss.

Based on decades of research at Yad Vashem, The Encyclopedia of Jewish Life before and during the
Holocaust tells the story of thousands of Jewish communities in concise prose, illustrated with maps and
poignant images of a world that can no longer be visited. The Encyclopedia is a rich source of information
for students, teachers, genealogists and anyone interested in the pageant of Jewish life through the ages.

From the Foreword

"But the enemy did not only annihilate individuals; his aim was also to destroy our social structures, our
economic foundations, religious and secular, our schools, our institutions, our libraries, our workshops, our
synagogues, our cultural centers-in a word: our communities.



. . . In the Jewish world one knew a town by its Jewish life. Belz and Munkacs, Bialystok and Amsterdam,
Kiev and Lille and Zablotow-offering families and individuals a sense of security and countless opportunities
for fulfillment, each community had its own particular characteristics and problems, its roots, its challenges,
and its ambitions. . . . To understand the extent of the unprecedented crimes committed against the Jewish
people in Europe is not enough; one must also seek to understand the life of this people before the
catastrophe." —Elie Wiesel

Features
-Three volumes
-1,824 pages
-81/2 x 11
-More than 6,500 communities profiled
-600 b&w photographs and illustrations
-17 pages of maps
-21-page glossary
-Complete bibliography
-Index of communities including alternate spellings and pronunciations
-Index of personalities
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From reader reviews:

Philip Logan:

With other case, little men and women like to read book The Encyclopedia of Jewish Life Before and During
the Holocaust, Vol. I. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about
how is important any book The Encyclopedia of Jewish Life Before and During the Holocaust, Vol. I. You
can add information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book
or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to
go to the library. Let's study.

James Shipp:

The event that you get from The Encyclopedia of Jewish Life Before and During the Holocaust, Vol. I may
be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Encyclopedia of Jewish Life Before
and During the Holocaust, Vol. I giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this publication is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this
kind of The Encyclopedia of Jewish Life Before and During the Holocaust, Vol. I instantly.

Jordan Miller:

The book The Encyclopedia of Jewish Life Before and During the Holocaust, Vol. I has a lot details on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after perusing this book.

Mae Bushee:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the The Encyclopedia of Jewish Life Before and During the Holocaust, Vol. I
when you essential it?
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