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When Thomas Jefferson struck a deal for the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, he knew he was adding a new
national power to those specified in the Constitution, but he also believed his actions were in the nation’s
best interest. His successors would follow his example, setting their own constitutional precedents. Tracing
the evolution and expansion of the president’s formal power, Untrodden Ground reveals the president to be
the nation’s most important law interpreter and examines how our commanders-in-chief have shaped the law
through their responses to important issues of their time.
           
Reviewing the processes taken by all forty-four presidents to form new legal precedents and the
constitutional conventions that have developed as a result, Harold H. Bruff shows that the president is both
more and less powerful than many suppose. He explores how presidents have been guided by both their
predecessors’ and their own interpretations of constitutional text, as well as how they implement policies in
ways that statutes do not clearly authorize or forbid. But while executive power has expanded far beyond its
original conception, Bruff argues that the modern presidency is appropriately limited by the national political
process—their actions are legitimized by the assent of Congress and the American people or rejected through
debilitating public outcry, judicial invalidation, reactive legislation, or impeachment. Synthesizing over two
hundred years of presidential activity and conflict, this timely book casts new light on executive behavior
and the American constitutional system.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Froelich:

The feeling that you get from Untrodden Ground: How Presidents Interpret the Constitution could be the
more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Untrodden Ground: How Presidents Interpret the
Constitution giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that
can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then
can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular
Untrodden Ground: How Presidents Interpret the Constitution instantly.

Elizabeth Hager:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this Untrodden
Ground: How Presidents Interpret the Constitution.

Omar Carter:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Untrodden Ground: How Presidents Interpret the
Constitution was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Untrodden Ground:
How Presidents Interpret the Constitution has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example
Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore
not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose
the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.

Dolores Wade:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. On this modern
era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social such as newspaper,
magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search
of the Untrodden Ground: How Presidents Interpret the Constitution when you necessary it?
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