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Drawing on meticulous research, sharp wit, and insightful analysis, Richard Barrios illuminates the origins of
the movie musical in this extensively revised and updated edition of his highly acclaimed A Song in the
Dark. From Warner Bros. and Jolson, to the Oscar-winning Broadway Melody and beyond, here is the whole
funny and peculiar history of these films, their creators, and their audiences. Ranging from the smash hits of
The Singing Fool and Sunny Side Up to bizarre flops like Golden Dawn and Cecil B. DeMille's Madam
Satan, they form a body of work unlike anything else in the history of popular entertainment. Here too are
legendary performers, directors, and composers: from Fannie Brice, James Cagney, and Mae West, to Busby
Berkeley, George and Ira Gershwin, Richard Rodgers, Oscar Hammerstein, and countless others. With many
new rare photographs, some not published in nearly 80 years, this new edition traces the rise and fall, and
rise again, of this quintessential piece of the American experience.
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From reader reviews:

Gracie Davis:

In other case, little individuals like to read book A Song in the Dark: The Birth of the Musical Film. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of
book A Song in the Dark: The Birth of the Musical Film. You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
can know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book.
You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Effie Phillips:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled A
Song in the Dark: The Birth of the Musical Film your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about
every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get
ahead of. The A Song in the Dark: The Birth of the Musical Film giving you a different experience more
than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now
let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when
you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?

Mildred Lyons:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because
fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be A Song in the Dark: The Birth of the
Musical Film why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Sandra Lynn:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This A Song in the Dark: The Birth of the
Musical Film is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you
did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.
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