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Amy Marcy Cheney Beach (1867-1944), the most widely performed composer of her generation, was the
first American woman to succeed as a creator of large-scale art music. Her "Gaelic" Symphony, given its
premiere by the Boston Symphony Orchestra in 1896, was the first work of its kind by an American woman
to be performed by an American orchestra. Almost all of her more than 300 works were published soon after
they were composed and performed, and today her music is finding new advocates and audiences for its
energy, intensity, and sheer beauty. Yet, until now, no full-length critical biography of Beach's life or
comprehensive critical overview of her music existed. This biography admirably fills that gap, fully
examining the connections between Beach's life and work in light of social currents and dominant ideologies.

Born into a musical family in Victorian times, Amy Beach started composing as a child of four and was
equally gifted as a pianist. Her talent was recognized early by Boston's leading musicians, who gave her
unqualified support. Although Beach believed that the life of a professional musician was the only life for
her, her parents had raised her for marriage and a career of amateur music-making. Her response to this
parental (and later spousal) opposition was to find creative ways of reaching her goal without direct
confrontation. Discouraged from a full-scale concert career, she instead found her métier in composition.

Success as a composer of art songs came early for Beach: indeed, her songs outsold those of her
contemporaries. Nevertheless, she was determined to separate her work from the genteel parlor music
women were writing in her day by creating large-scale works--a Mass, a symphony, and chamber music--that
challenged the accepted notion that women were incapable of creating high art. She won the respect of
colleagues and the allegiance of audiences. Many who praised her work, however, considered her an
exception among women. Beach's reaction to this was to join with other women composers of serious music
by promoting their works along with her own.

Adrienne Fried Block has written a biography that takes full account of issues of gender and musical
modernism, considering Beach in the contexts of her time and of her composer contemporaries, both male
and female. Amy Beach, Passionate Victorian will be of great interest to students and scholars of American
music, and to music lovers in general.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Pierce:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Amy Beach, Passionate Victorian: The Life and Work of an American Composer, 1867-1944 your
thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but
surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The Amy Beach, Passionate Victorian: The
Life and Work of an American Composer, 1867-1944 giving you a different experience more than blown
away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Irene Justice:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can satisfy
your short time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be read. Amy Beach,
Passionate Victorian: The Life and Work of an American Composer, 1867-1944 can be your answer because
it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Victor Elias:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Amy Beach, Passionate Victorian: The Life and Work of an
American Composer, 1867-1944 was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Amy Beach, Passionate Victorian: The Life and Work of an American Composer, 1867-1944 has many
kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you
can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading
in which.

Marlene Tiggs:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the very best
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of book Amy
Beach, Passionate Victorian: The Life and Work of an American Composer, 1867-1944. You can contribute
your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other
place.
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