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Since its publication twenty-five years ago, Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men has been recognized as a
classic, an indispensable contribution to our understanding of the causes of the American Civil War. A key
work in establishing political ideology as a major concern of modern American historians, it remains the
only full-scale evaluation of the ideas of the early Republican party. Now with a new introduction, Eric
Foner puts his argument into the context of contemporary scholarship, reassessing the concept of free labor
in the light of the last twenty-five years of writing on such issues as work, gender, economic change, and
political thought.

A significant reevaluation of the causes of the Civil War, Foner's study looks beyond the North's opposition
to slavery and its emphasis upon preserving the Union to determine the broader grounds of its willingness to
undertake a war against the South in 1861. Its search is for those social concepts the North accepted as vital
to its way of life, finding these concepts most clearly expressed in the ideology of the growing Republican
party in the decade before the war's start. Through a careful analysis of the attitudes of leading factions in the
party's formation (northern Whigs, former Democrats, and political abolitionists) Foner is able to show what
each contributed to Republican ideology. He also shows how northern ideas of human rights--in particular a
man's right to work where and how he wanted, and to accumulate property in his own name--and the goals of
American society were implicit in that ideology. This was the ideology that permeated the North in the
period directly before the Civil War, led to the election of Abraham Lincoln, and led, almost immediately, to
the Civil War itself. At the heart of the controversy over the extension of slavery, he argues, is the issue of
whether the northern or southern form of society would take root in the West, whose development would
determine the nation's destiny.

In his new introductory essay, Foner presents a greatly altered view of the subject. Only entrepreneurs and
farmers were actually "free men" in the sense used in the ideology of the period. Actually, by the time the
Civil War was initiated, half the workers in the North were wage-earners, not independent workers. And this
did not account for women and blacks, who had little freedom in choosing what work they did. He goes onto
show that even after the Civil War these guarantees for "free soil, free labor, free men" did not really apply
for most Americans, and especially not for blacks.

Demonstrating the profoundly successful fusion of value and interest within Republican ideology prior to the
Civil War, Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men remains a classic of modern American historical writing.
Eloquent and influential, it shows how this ideology provided the moral consensus which allowed the North,
for the first time in history, to mobilize an entire society in modern warfare.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Burkes:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like looking at
a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men: The Ideology of the
Republican Party before the Civil War.

Dolores Wade:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men: The Ideology of the
Republican Party before the Civil War. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as
we know about how is important the book Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men: The Ideology of the Republican
Party before the Civil War. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In
this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use
it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Laura Burke:

This Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men: The Ideology of the Republican Party before the Civil War are usually
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Free Soil, Free Labor,
Free Men: The Ideology of the Republican Party before the Civil War can be on the list of great books you
must have is usually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that
perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Free Soil, Free Labor,
Free Men: The Ideology of the Republican Party before the Civil War giving you an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So ,
let's have it and revel in reading.

Jackie Thompson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men:
The Ideology of the Republican Party before the Civil War e-book written by well-known writer whose to
say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you
still doubt Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men: The Ideology of the Republican Party before the Civil War as



good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't
determine book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on
your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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