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How do presidents lead? If presidential power is the power to persuade, why is there a lack of evidence of
presidential persuasion? George Edwards, one of the leading scholars of the American presidency, skillfully
uses this contradiction as a springboard to examine--and ultimately challenge--the dominant paradigm of
presidential leadership. The Strategic President contends that presidents cannot create opportunities for
change by persuading others to support their policies. Instead, successful presidents facilitate change by
recognizing opportunities and fashioning strategies and tactics to exploit them.

Edwards considers three extraordinary presidents--Abraham Lincoln, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Ronald
Reagan--and shows that despite their considerable rhetorical skills, the public was unresponsive to their
appeals for support. To achieve change, these leaders capitalized on existing public opinion. Edwards then
explores the prospects for other presidents to do the same to advance their policies. Turning to Congress, he
focuses first on the productive legislative periods of FDR, Lyndon Johnson, and Reagan, and finds that these
presidents recognized especially favorable conditions for passing their agendas and effectively exploited
these circumstances while they lasted. Edwards looks at presidents governing in less auspicious
circumstances, and reveals that whatever successes these presidents enjoyed also resulted from the interplay
of conditions and the presidents' skills at understanding and exploiting them.

The Strategic President revises the common assumptions of presidential scholarship and presents significant
lessons for presidents' basic strategies of governance.
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From reader reviews:

Willard Callahan:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question because just their can do that
will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this specific The Strategic President: Persuasion and Opportunity in
Presidential Leadership to read.

Gabriel Cleveland:

Why? Because this The Strategic President: Persuasion and Opportunity in Presidential Leadership is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If
I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Maria Levine:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover
may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic
as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Strategic President: Persuasion and
Opportunity in Presidential Leadership why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Evelyn Rogers:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is The Strategic President: Persuasion and Opportunity in Presidential Leadership this
e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to



understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book
suited all of you.
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