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Every opera tells a story, but sometimes the creation of an opera makes a pretty fascinating tale on its own. If
Verdi s Aida is the quintessential opera, it is also an amazing piece of musical history. This work examines
the origin, composition, premiere, recording history, and consistent popularity of one of Verdi s greatest
works.

In the late 1860s, Ismail Pasha, Khedive (viceroy) of Egypt, asked Verdi to compose a work to premiere in
the Cairo Opera House. Although Verdi was uninterested in the project at first, persistence on the part of the
Khedive as well as a tempting plot line written by Mariette Bey, one of the day's leading Egyptologists, drew
him in. To this day, however, much mystery still surrounds the opera s inception. This book explores that
mystery, highlights the genius of Aida's plot and characters, and traces the process through which Verdi and
his librettist Ghislanzoni shaped the lyrics. It also considers Aida's spread from Cairo to the rest of the world,
discussing aspects of its unique and interesting staging.

Following this history, the book provides a critical survey of recordings of Aida, including 33 of the entire
opera and three abridged versions. The final chapter discusses film and video presentations. Appendices
offer a discography of complete recordings, a videography of versions generally available and an annotated
guide to further sources.
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From reader reviews:

Lela Hird:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Verdi's
Aida: A Record of the Life of the Opera On and Off the Stage, you may tells your family, friends in addition
to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Cynthia Richards:

Beside this specific Verdi's Aida: A Record of the Life of the Opera On and Off the Stage in your phone, it
can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may
got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have Verdi's Aida: A Record of the Life of the Opera On and Off the Stage
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss
the idea? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!

Beth Sanders:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Verdi's Aida: A Record of the Life of the Opera On and
Off the Stage can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have issue that
they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Verdi's Aida: A Record of the Life of
the Opera On and Off the Stage.

Bennie Gale:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. In this particular
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Verdi's Aida: A Record of the Life of the Opera On and Off the Stage when you essential



it?
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