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This volume represents the first book-length study of attitudes toward women in revolutionary France. Based
on extensive research in the libraries and archives of Paris, the book examines the impact of the Revolution's
ideology of liberty and equality. When the men of 1789 wrote the Declaration of the Rights of Man, they
were thinking in terms of man the male, not man the species. But there were some men and women who
interpreted it in terms of all humanity. The outrage of these individuals over what they perceived as a
discrepancy between the principles and the practice of the Revolution motivated them to produce some of the
most unhesitating declarations of sexual equality that had ever been seen in history. Dr. Proctor
demonstrates, however, these claims of equality were not simply ignored; they were categorically rejected by
the mainstream revolutionaries.

The book examines the typical 18th-century concept of women as alien and in some ways inferior beings and
traces the striking continuity between pre-Revolutionary and Revolutionary thought on the subject. Against
this background, Proctor addresses a number of important questions: How widespread was the support for a
movement in favor of sexual equality? What was the response of the Revolution itself to demands for equal
rights for women? How did the men of the French Revolution justify the contradiction between their
suppression of women and the ideologies for which they claimed to be fighting? To arrive at the answers, an
abundance of material produced in France in the 18th century is identified and analyzed, and cited in an
extensive bibliography of original sources. What finally emerges is not only a clearer picture of the French
Revolution and its attitude toward women, but a deeper understanding of the ambivalent attitudes toward
women that still affect our society today. This book will be an important resource for courses in European
history, the French Revolution, and women's studies, as well as a valuable reference for college, university,
and public libraries.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Lake:

The book Women, Equality, and the French Revolution (Contributions in Women's Studies) give you a sense
of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking
at a book Women, Equality, and the French Revolution (Contributions in Women's Studies) for being your
habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve Women,
Equality, and the French Revolution (Contributions in Women's Studies). Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Doris Trumbull:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something
that they don't desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Women, Equality, and
the French Revolution (Contributions in Women's Studies). All type of book could you see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

James Wood:

This Women, Equality, and the French Revolution (Contributions in Women's Studies) book is just not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually
read a lot of information you will get. This specific Women, Equality, and the French Revolution
(Contributions in Women's Studies) without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Women, Equality, and the French Revolution
(Contributions in Women's Studies) can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This Women,
Equality, and the French Revolution (Contributions in Women's Studies) having great arrangement in word
as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Jennifer Powell:

This Women, Equality, and the French Revolution (Contributions in Women's Studies) is brand new way for
you who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on
it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Women,
Equality, and the French Revolution (Contributions in Women's Studies) can be the light food in your case
because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the



form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading
a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't
miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.
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