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Coral reefs have been long regarded with awe by the millions of people who have encountered them over the
centuries. Early seafarers were wary of them, naturalists were confused by them, yet many coastal people
benefited greatly from these mysterious rocky structures that grew up to the surface of the sea. They have
been rich in their supply of food, and they provided a breakwater from storms and high waves to countless
coastal communities that developed from their protection. Their scale is enormous and their value high.
Found in countless locations around the world, from the Indo-Pacific coral reef province to the Caribbean
and Australia, they support both marine and human life.

In this Very Short Introduction, Charles Sheppard provides an account of what coral reefs are, how they are
formed, how they have evolved, and the biological lessons we can learn from them. Today, the vibrancy and
diversity of these fascinating ecosystems are under threat from over exploitation and could face future
extinction, unless our conservation efforts are stepped up in order to save them.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in
a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Nelsen:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Coral Reefs: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).

Christine Andrews:

The reserve untitled Coral Reefs: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is the book that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did
a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Coral Reefs: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Burton Zinn:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a reserve. The book Coral Reefs: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) it is quite
good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses
high quality.

Audrey Mack:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With the book
Coral Reefs: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) we can consider more advantage. Don't
you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the
best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book Coral
Reefs: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). You can more pleasing than now.
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