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War--or the threat of war--usually strengthens states as governments tax, draft soldiers, exert control over
industrial production, and dampen internal dissent in order to build military might. The United States,
however, was founded on the suspicion of state power, a suspicion that continued to gird its institutional
architecture and inform the sentiments of many of its politicians and citizens through the twentieth century.
In this comprehensive rethinking of postwar political history, Aaron Friedberg convincingly argues that such
anti-statist inclinations prevented Cold War anxieties from transforming the United States into the garrison
state it might have become in their absence. Drawing on an array of primary and secondary sources,
including newly available archival materials, Friedberg concludes that the "weakness" of the American state
served as a profound source of national strength that allowed the United States to outperform and outlast its
supremely centralized and statist rival: the Soviet Union.

Friedberg's analysis of the U. S. government's approach to taxation, conscription, industrial planning,
scientific research and development, and armaments manufacturing reveals that the American state did
expand during the early Cold War period. But domestic constraints on its expansion--including those
stemming from mean self-interest as well as those guided by a principled belief in the virtues of limiting
federal power--protected economic vitality, technological superiority, and public support for Cold War
activities. The strategic synthesis that emerged by the early 1960s was functional as well as stable, enabling
the United States to deter, contain, and ultimately outlive the Soviet Union precisely because the American
state did not limit unduly the political, personal, and economic freedom of its citizens.

Political scientists, historians, and general readers interested in Cold War history will value this thoroughly
researched volume. Friedberg's insightful scholarship will also inspire future policy by contributing to our
understanding of how liberal democracy's inherent qualities nurture its survival and spread.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Imes:

The book In the Shadow of the Garrison State can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book In the Shadow of the Garrison
State? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many
info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information
that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book In the Shadow of the
Garrison State has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Wesley Binns:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This In the Shadow of the Garrison State book is readable through
you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected with
In the Shadow of the Garrison State content conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking In the Shadow of the Garrison State is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Kimberly Silvestre:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
are related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the
books in the top listing in your reading list will be In the Shadow of the Garrison State. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up
and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Kevin Dobson:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of
book In the Shadow of the Garrison State. You can include your knowledge by it. Without making the
printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must
aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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