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This in-depth study of the essay as a form of literary and philosophical expression examines the links
between essay writing and the concept of friendship over a long textual tradition running from Plato’s
Phaedrus through Montaigne’s Essais to Derrida’s Politiques de l’amitié. Literary critic and philosopher
Kuisma Korhonen suggests that the search for "textual friendship" motivates essayists as diverse as Bacon,
Saint-Évremond, Mme de Lambert, Emerson, and Derrida. All of these writers have written at least one
essay about friendship, and in each case, Korhonen interprets the notion of friendship as a figure for the
textual encounter, both between the writer and reader and between each text and its many referenced
predecessors.

Korhonen points out that despite the boundary of text separating writer and reader, the essay invites
friendship. Through its references to other writers it links readers and writers across boundaries of time and
space. Korhonen discusses at length these "impossible encounters," drawing on the ethical thought of
Emmanuel Levinas, especially his emphasis on the ethical implications of "the Other."
Korhonen goes on to construct "an ethical genealogy of the essay," focusing mainly on Montaigne. He notes
three textual strategies in Montaigne’s essay: the use of rhetoric in producing a "friendly ethos," the
philosophical dialogue going back to Plato as a subtext for the essay form, and a Pyrrhonian skepticism that
questions the status of propositional language.

Finally Korhonen examines specific texts on friendship, including Plato, Cicero, Seneca, Augustine,
Montaigne, Bacon, Emerson, Saint-Évremont, Mme de Lambert, and Derrida.

This is a work of great erudition that makes a significant contribution to our understanding of the expressive
possibilities and philosophical implications of the essay.
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From reader reviews:

Graham Ayala:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is Textual Friendship: The Essay As Impossible Encounter From Plato And Montaigne To Levinas And
Derrida (Philosophy and Literary Theory).

Steven Barraza:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Textual Friendship: The Essay As Impossible Encounter From Plato And Montaigne To
Levinas And Derrida (Philosophy and Literary Theory) offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Ron Taylor:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Textual Friendship: The Essay As
Impossible Encounter From Plato And Montaigne To Levinas And Derrida (Philosophy and Literary Theory)
or even others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need
to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes
Textual Friendship: The Essay As Impossible Encounter From Plato And Montaigne To Levinas And
Derrida (Philosophy and Literary Theory) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book
like this.

Marianne Button:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know



that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Textual Friendship: The Essay As Impossible Encounter From Plato And Montaigne To
Levinas And Derrida (Philosophy and Literary Theory) can make you feel more interested to read.
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