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Scholars of international relations tend to prefer one model or another in explaining the foreign policy
behavior of governments. Steve Yetiv, however, advocates an approach that applies five familiar models:
rational actor, cognitive, domestic politics, groupthink, and bureaucratic politics.

Drawing on the widest set of primary sources and interviews with key actors to date, he applies each of these
models to the 1990-91 Persian Gulf crisis and to the U.S. decision to go to war with Iraq in 2003. Probing the
strengths and shortcomings of each model in explaining how and why the United States decided to proceed
with the Persian Gulf War, he shows that all models (with the exception of the government politics model)
contribute in some way to our understanding of the event. No one model provides the best explanation, but
when all five are used, a fuller and more complete understanding emerges.

In the case of the Gulf War, Yetiv demonstrates the limits of models that presume rational decision-making
as well as the crucial importance of using various perspectives. Drawing partly on the Gulf War case, he also
develops innovative theories about when groupthink can actually produce a positive outcome and about the
conditions under which government politics will likely be avoided. He shows that the best explanations for
government behavior ultimately integrate empirical insights yielded from both international and domestic
theory, which scholars have often seen as analytically separate. With its use of the Persian Gulf crisis as a
teachable case study and coverage of the more recent Iraq war, Explaining Foreign Policy will be of interest
to students and scholars of foreign policy, international relations, and related fields.
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From reader reviews:

James Reed:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This Explaining Foreign Policy: U.S. Decision-Making and the Persian
Gulf War book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here
are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to
offer to you. The writer regarding Explaining Foreign Policy: U.S. Decision-Making and the Persian Gulf
War content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you still thinking Explaining
Foreign Policy: U.S. Decision-Making and the Persian Gulf War is not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?

Kaye Hensley:

The publication untitled Explaining Foreign Policy: U.S. Decision-Making and the Persian Gulf War is the
book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be
shown to you. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that
they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Explaining Foreign
Policy: U.S. Decision-Making and the Persian Gulf War from the publisher to make you more enjoy free
time.

Randal Gore:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Explaining Foreign Policy: U.S.
Decision-Making and the Persian Gulf War that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only
for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you
who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Explaining Foreign Policy: U.S.
Decision-Making and the Persian Gulf War become your personal starter.

James Cummings:

This Explaining Foreign Policy: U.S. Decision-Making and the Persian Gulf War is great guide for you
because the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can declare no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering



sentences. Having Explaining Foreign Policy: U.S. Decision-Making and the Persian Gulf War in your hand
like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer
you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi
Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?
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