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Among followers of Jesus, great is often the enemy of good.

The drive to be great—to be a success by the standards of the world—often crowds out the qualities of
goodness, virtue, and faithfulness that should define the central focus of Christian leadership. In the culture
of today’s church, successful leadership is often judged by what works, while persistent faithfulness takes a
back seat. If a ministry doesn’t produce results, it is dropped. If people don’t respond, we move on. This
pursuit of “greatness” exerts a crushing pressure on the local church and creates a consuming anxiety in its
leaders. In their pursuit of this warped vision of greatness, church leaders end up embracing a leadership
narrative that runs counter to the sacrificial call of the gospel story.

When church leaders focus on faithfulness to God and the gospel, however, it’s always a kingdom-
win—regardless of the visible results of their ministry. John the Baptist modeled this kind of leadership. As
John’s disciples crossed the Jordan River to follow after Jesus, John freely released them to a greater calling
than following him. Speaking of Jesus, John said: “He must increase, but I must decrease.” Joyfully satisfied
to have been faithful to his calling, John knew that the size and scope of his ministry would be determined by
the will of the Father, not his own will. Following the example of John the Baptist and with a careful look at
the teaching of Scripture, Tim Suttle dares church leaders to risk failure by chasing the vision God has given
them—no matter how small it might seem—instead of pursuing the broad path of pragmatism that leads to
fame and numerical success.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Leduc:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the publication untitled Shrink: Faithful Ministry in a Church-Growth Culture can be good book to
read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Nancy Nault:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Shrink: Faithful Ministry in a Church-Growth Culture this book consist a
lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer
made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.

Julie Tice:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Shrink: Faithful Ministry in a Church-Growth
Culture can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra
time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Colby Tapia:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Shrink: Faithful Ministry in a Church-Growth Culture we can take more advantage. Don't
you to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book
that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book Shrink: Faithful Ministry
in a Church-Growth Culture. You can more attractive than now.
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