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Castration and castrati have always been facets of western culture, from myth and legend to law and
theology, from eunuchs guarding harems to the seventeenth- and eighteenth-century castrati singers.
Metaphoric castration pervades a number of medieval literary genres, particularly the Old French fabliaux -
exchanges of power predicated upon the exchange or absence of sexual desire signified by genitalia - but the
plain, literal act of castration and its implications are often overlooked. This collection explores this often
taboo subject and its implications for cultural mores and custom in Western Europe, seeking to demystify
and demythologize castration. Its subjects include archaeological studies of eunuchs; historical accounts of
castration in trials of combat; the mutilation of political rivals in medieval Wales; Anglo-Saxon and Frisian
legal and literary examples of castration as punishment; castration as comedy in the Old French fabliaux; the
prohibition against genital mutilation in hagiography; and early-modern anxieties about punitive castration
enacted on the Elizabethan stage. The introduction reflects on these topics in the context of arguably the
most well-known victim of castration in the middle ages, Abelard. Larissa Tracy is Associate Professor of
Medieval Literature at Longwood University. Contributors: Larissa Tracy, Kathryn Reusch, Shaun Tougher,
Jack Collins, Rolf H. Bremmer Jr, Jay Paul Gates, Charlene M. Eska, Mary A. Valante, Anthony Adams,
Mary E. Leech, Jed Chandler, Ellen Lorraine Friedrich, Robert L.A. Clark, Karin Sellberg, Lena Wånggren
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From reader reviews:

Jacob Lehr:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Castration and Culture in the Middle
Ages is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want
and need in this era.

Corey Smith:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Castration and Culture in the Middle
Ages is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Deanna Marcantel:

This Castration and Culture in the Middle Ages is fresh way for you who has attention to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Castration and Culture
in the Middle Ages can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book
is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone,
yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy
this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better
life as well as knowledge.

John Bonilla:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top listing in
your reading list is usually Castration and Culture in the Middle Ages. This book that is certainly qualified as
The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and review this
reserve you can get many advantages.
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