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Harry S. Truman once said, "Ours is a nation of many different groups, of different races, of different
national origins." And yet, the debate over what it means--and what it takes--to be an American remains
contentious. Nationalist solidarity, many claim, requires a willful blending into the assimilationist alloy of
these United States. Others argue that the interests of both nation and individual are best served by allowing
multiple traditions to flourish--a salad bowl of identities and allegiances, rather than a melting pot.

Tracing how Americans have confronted and relinquished, but mostly clung to group identities over the past
century, Desmond King here debunks one of the guiding assumptions of American nationhood, namely that
group distinction and identification would gradually dissolve over time, creating a "postethnic" nation. Over
the course of the twentieth century, King shows, the divisions in American society arising from group
loyalties have consistently proven themselves too strong to dissolve. For better or for worse, the often-
disparaged politics of multiculturalism are here to stay, with profound implications for America's democracy.
Americans have now entered a post-multiculturalist settlement in which the renewal of democracy continues
to depend on groups battling it out in political trenches, yet the process is ruled by a newly invigorated and
strengthened state.

But Americans' resolute embrace of their distinctive identities has ramifications not just internally and
domestically but on the world stage as well. The image of one-people American nationhood so commonly
projected abroad camouflages the country's sprawling, often messy diversity: a lesson that nation-builders
worldwide cannot afford to ignore as they attempt to accommodate ever-evolving group needs and the
demands of individuals to be treated equally.

Spanning the entire twentieth century and encompassing immigration policies, the nationalistic fallout from
both world wars, the civil rights movement, and nation-building efforts in the postcolonial era, The Liberty of
Strangers advances a major new interpretation of American nationalism and the future prospects for diverse
democracies.
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From reader reviews:

Rafael Runyan:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead.
Some of you maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your
case but the problems coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This The
Liberty of Strangers: Making the American Nation is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Walter Chacon:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Liberty of Strangers: Making the
American Nation book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Charles Lemaster:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
The Liberty of Strangers: Making the American Nation provide you with new experience in looking at a
book.

Joseph Fulkerson:

This The Liberty of Strangers: Making the American Nation is fresh way for you who has fascination to look
for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you
know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Liberty of Strangers: Making the
American Nation can be the light food in your case because the information inside this kind of book is easy
to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I
mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this
e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you
are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your
better life as well as knowledge.
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