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The small town has become a national icon that circulates widely in literature, culture, and politics as an
authentic American space and community. Yet there are surprisingly few critical studies that analyze the
small town’s centrality to the United States’ identity and imagination.

In Main Street and Empire, Ryan Poll addresses this need, arguing that the small town, as evoked by the

image of “Main Street,” is not a relic of the past but rather a metaphorical screen upon which America’s

“everyday” stories and subjects are projected on both a national and global scale.

Bringing together a broad selection of texts—from Thornton Wilder’s Our Town, Grace Metalious’s Peyton

Place, and Peter Weir’s The Truman Show to the speeches of William McKinley, Ronald Reagan, Sarah

Palin, and Barack Obama—Poll examines how the small town is used to imagine and reproduce the nation

throughout the twentieth- and into the twenty-first century. He contends that the dominant small town,

despite its innocent, nostalgic appearance, is central to the development of the U.S. empire and global

capitalism.
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From reader reviews:

Lorenzo Davis:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for us. The book Main Street and Empire: The Fictional Small Town
in the Age of Globalization (The American Literatures Initiative) has been making you to know about other
know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The
book Main Street and Empire: The Fictional Small Town in the Age of Globalization (The American
Literatures Initiative) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you
really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the
book Main Street and Empire: The Fictional Small Town in the Age of Globalization (The American
Literatures Initiative). You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Benny Joiner:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Main Street and Empire: The Fictional Small Town
in the Age of Globalization (The American Literatures Initiative) as the daily resource information.

Thomas Rojas:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be study.
Main Street and Empire: The Fictional Small Town in the Age of Globalization (The American Literatures
Initiative) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short time
problems.

Juan Gilbert:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This reserve Main Street and Empire: The Fictional Small Town in the Age of
Globalization (The American Literatures Initiative) was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to
add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a
book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern
era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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