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Hitler’s attempt to murder all of Europe’s Jews almost succeeded. One reason it fell short of its nefarious
goal was the work of brave non-Jews who sheltered their fellow citizens. In most countries under German
control, those who rescued Jews risked imprisonment and death. In Poland, home to more Jews than any
other country at the start of World War II and location of six German-built death camps, the punishment was
immediate execution.
            This book tells the stories of Polish Holocaust survivors and their rescuers. The authors traveled
extensively in the United States and Poland to interview some of the few remaining participants before their
generation is gone. Tammeus and Cukierkorn unfold many stories that have never before been made public:
gripping narratives of Jews who survived against all odds and courageous non-Jews who risked their own
lives to provide shelter.
            These are harrowing accounts of survival and bravery. Maria Devinki lived for more than two years
under the floors of barns. Felix Zandman sought refuge from Anna Puchalska for a night, but she pledged to
hide him for the whole war if necessary—and eventually hid several Jews for seventeen months in a pit dug
beneath her house. And when teenage brothers Zygie and Sol Allweiss hid behind hay bales in the Dudzik
family’s barn one day when the Germans came, they were alarmed to learn the soldiers weren’t there
searching for Jews, but to seize hay. But Zofia Dudzik successfully distracted them, and she and her husband
insisted the boys stay despite the danger to their own family.
            Through some twenty stories like these, Tammeus and Cukierkorn show that even in an atmosphere
of unimaginable malevolence, individuals can decide to act in civilized ways. Some rescuers had antisemitic
feelings but acted because they knew and liked individual Jews. In many cases, the rescuers were simply
helping friends or business associates. The accounts include the perspectives of men and women, city and
rural residents, clergy and laypersons—even children who witnessed their parents’ efforts.
            These stories show that assistance from non-Jews was crucial, but also that Jews needed ingenuity,
sometimes money, and most often what some survivors called simple good luck. Sixty years later, they invite
each of us to ask what we might do today if we were at risk—or were asked to risk our lives to save others.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Kilgore:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled They Were Just People: Stories of Rescue in Poland During the Holocaust.
Try to make the book They Were Just People: Stories of Rescue in Poland During the Holocaust as your
buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course
make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

William Evans:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take They Were Just People: Stories of Rescue in Poland
During the Holocaust as your daily resource information.

Wendy Fuller:

They Were Just People: Stories of Rescue in Poland During the Holocaust can be one of your nice books that
are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing They
Were Just People: Stories of Rescue in Poland During the Holocaust but doesn't forget the main level, giving
the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information can drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Shirley Bishop:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that
need more time to be learn. They Were Just People: Stories of Rescue in Poland During the Holocaust can be
your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.
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