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When TV celebrity Dinah Shore sang "See the USA in your Chevrolet," 1950s America took her to heart.
Every summer, parents piled the kids in the back seat, threw the luggage in the trunk, and took to the open
highway. Chronicling this innately American ritual, Susan Rugh presents a cultural history of the American
middle-class family vacation from 1945 to 1973, tracing its evolution from the establishment of this summer
tradition to its decline.

The first in-depth look at post-World War II family travel, Rugh's study recounts how postwar prosperity and
mass consumption abetted by paid vacation leave, car ownership, and the new interstate highway system
forged the ritual of the family road trip and how that ritual became entwined with what it meant to be an
American. With each car a safe haven from the Cold War, vacations became a means of strengthening family
bonds and educating children in parental values, national heritage, and citizenship.

Rugh's history looks closely at specific types of trips, from adventures in the Wild West to camping
vacations in national parks to summers at Catskill resorts. It also highlights changing patterns of family life,
such as the relationship between work and play, the increase in the number of working women, and the
generation gap of the sixties.

Distinctively, Rugh also plumbs NAACP archives and travel guides marketed specifically to blacks to
examine the racial boundaries of road trips in light of segregated public accommodations that forced many
black families to sleep in cars a humiliation that helped spark the civil rights struggle. In addition, she
explains how the experience of family camping predisposed baby boomers toward a strong environmental
consciousness.

Until the 1970s recession ended three decades of prosperity and the traditional nuclear family began to
splinter, these family vacations were securely woven into the fabric of American life. Rugh's book allows
readers to relive those wondrous wanderings across the American landscape and to better understand how
they helped define an essential aspect of American culture. Notwithstanding the rueful memories of
discomforts and squabbles in a crowded car, those were magical times for many of the nation's families.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Morgan:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Are We There Yet?: The Golden Age of
American Family Vacations (Cultureamerica) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably
more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading a book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book
or appropriate book with you?

Patrice Gasaway:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Are We There Yet?: The Golden Age of American Family
Vacations (Cultureamerica) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content
will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Jeffrey Roybal:

Beside that Are We There Yet?: The Golden Age of American Family Vacations (Cultureamerica) in your
phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live
in narrow village. It is good thing to have Are We There Yet?: The Golden Age of American Family
Vacations (Cultureamerica) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book
but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from today!

Michele Stoney:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Are We There Yet?: The Golden Age of American Family
Vacations (Cultureamerica) was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Are We There Yet?: The Golden Age of American Family Vacations (Cultureamerica) has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read
and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it
can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading
that will.
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