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Proven Strategies for Getting a Project LEED® Certified

Here is the ideal guide for architects, engineers, interior designers, project managers, facility managers, and
building owners for understanding the project certification process for the Leadership for Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED?) for New Construction and Major Renovations (LEED NC), LEED for Core
& Shell (LEED CS), and LEED for Commercial Interiors (LEED CI) rating systems of the U.S. Green
Building Council (USGBC?). Written by an expert who is the President of Design Management Services, a
LEED consulting firm?Guidebook to the LEED Certification Process engages readers by outlining the steps,
roles, and responsibilities of the team members in a straightforward, chronological manner that helps
streamline the certification process.

With the release of the LEED v3 rating systems and a new version of LEED-Online, the Guidebook to the
LEED Certification Process helps project teams to streamline the project team efforts and outlines the role of
the LEED consultant and project administrator. Written for LEED AP professionals and building owners that
need guidance navigating a project through the process, this book outlines each step in the design and
construction phases including programming and post-occupancy. Serving as a valuable resource for anyone
seeking information on how to get a project LEED certified, Guidebook to the LEED Certification Process
features:

An overview of the integrative design process.●

Understanding the role of a LEED consultant.●

How to build a successful team for a project pursuing LEED certification.●

How to register a project with Green Building Certification Institute (GBCI).●

Common pitfalls to avoid during the LEED certification process.●

Checklists to use during design and construction to keep the team on track.●

  Ask the Author: Michelle Cottrell Answers the Most Commonly Asked Questions About LEED
Certification



Author Michell Cottrell

What are there so many registered projects as compared to certified projects?
Most projects begin with an emphasis on pursuing LEED certification but fail to keep that momentum going
during construction. The key is to assign the responsibility to one person to manage the effort from design
through construction until the project is awarded certification.

What is the biggest mistake project teams are making?
I constantly am receiving calls after a project is under construction with teams now deciding to pursue
certification. Unfortunately, starting the effort this late in the game typically costs more than anticipated as
strategies need to be rethought causing the drawings to be revised.

I am not a LEED AP, is this book still useful to me?
The book was intended for professionals that are somewhat knowledgeable about green building strategies
and terminology. So it might be helpful to pursue the LEED Green Associate credential to learn this type of
information seen throughout the book.

I worked on a project pursuing certification in 2009 under the old NC rating system, how have things
changed?
The biggest change to be aware of is the addition of a Water Reduction Prerequisite under the WE category
as there was never one before. In addition, the rating systems have been re-weighted as some credits are no
longer worth just one point. USGBC also added a new category, Regional Priority, although it does not
contain new credits but instead provides bonus points for achieving existing credits depending on a project's
zip code. Last, there is a new version of LEED-Online to manage the review process a bit differently!

What is a commissioning agent and are we required to have one?
NIBS defines commissioning as "a quality-oriented process for achieving, verifying, and documenting that
the performance of facilities, systems, and assemblies meets defined objectives and criteria." Therefore a
commissioning agent should be thought of a second set of eyes on behalf of the owner. The reason being is
that most owners do come from a background in engineering to understand why systems might be required,
to double check drawings, or to ensure energy related systems are installed and calibrated appropriately.
Commissioning is a prerequisite but the commissioning agent (CxA) requirement can be addressed in one of
two ways depending on the size of your project. Although someone needs to be assigned the role as a
commissioning agent regardless. Should the project be less than 50,000 gross square feet, the CxA is not
required to be an independent, third party but can be a member of the design or construction team (just not



the engineer of record).
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Brock:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time
to take a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Guidebook
to the LEED Certification Process: For LEED for New Construction, LEED for Core and Shell, and LEED
for Commercial Interiors? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Jason Valladares:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Guidebook to the LEED Certification
Process: For LEED for New Construction, LEED for Core and Shell, and LEED for Commercial Interiors
can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't
and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have Guidebook to the
LEED Certification Process: For LEED for New Construction, LEED for Core and Shell, and LEED for
Commercial Interiors.

Annie Hiatt:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or
real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Guidebook to the LEED Certification Process: For LEED for
New Construction, LEED for Core and Shell, and LEED for Commercial Interiors can make you truly feel
more interested to read.

Terry Speller:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Guidebook to the LEED Certification Process: For
LEED for New Construction, LEED for Core and Shell, and LEED for Commercial Interiors to make your
own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you just



like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about
book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and read it.
Beside that the book Guidebook to the LEED Certification Process: For LEED for New Construction, LEED
for Core and Shell, and LEED for Commercial Interiors can to be your brand-new friend when you're
experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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