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Traveling to archives in Tunisia, Morocco, France, and England, with visits to Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, and
Spain, Nabil Matar assembles a rare history of Europe's rise to power as seen through the eyes of those who
were later subjugated by it. Many historians of the Middle East believe Arabs and Muslims had no interest in
Europe during this period of Western discovery and empire, but in fact these groups were very much
engaged with the naval and industrial development, politics, and trade of European Christendom.

Beginning in 1578 with a major Moroccan victory over a Portuguese invading army, Matar surveys this early
modern period, in which Europeans and Arabs often shared common political, commercial, and military
goals. Matar concentrates on how Muslim captives, ransomers, traders, envoys, travelers, and rulers pursued
those goals while transmitting to the nonprint cultures of North Africa their knowledge of the peoples and
societies of Spain, France, Britain, Holland, Italy, and Malta. From the first non-European description of
Queen Elizabeth I to early accounts of Florence and Pisa in Arabic, from Tunisian descriptions of the
Morisco expulsion in 1609 to the letters of a Moroccan Armenian ambassador in London, the translations of
the book's second half draw on the popular and elite sources that were available to Arabs in the early modern
period. Letters from male and female captives in Europe, chronicles of European naval attacks and the
taqayid (newspaper) reports on Muslim resistance, and descriptions of opera and quinine appear here in
English for the first time.

Matar notes that the Arabs of the Maghrib and the Mashriq were eager to engage Christendom, despite wars
and rivalries, and hoped to establish routes of trade and alliances through treaties and royal marriages.
However, the rise of an intolerant and exclusionary Christianity and the explosion of European military
technology brought these advances to an end. In conclusion, Matar details the decline of Arab-Islamic power
and the rise of Britain and France.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Richardson:

The book Europe Through Arab Eyes, 1578-1727 can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book Europe Through Arab Eyes, 1578-
1727? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many details
for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you
take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Europe Through
Arab Eyes, 1578-1727 has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
search the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Diego Mears:

This book untitled Europe Through Arab Eyes, 1578-1727 to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that
book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is
no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Cecilia Moore:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this Europe Through
Arab Eyes, 1578-1727.

Brandi Johnson:

Europe Through Arab Eyes, 1578-1727 can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Europe Through Arab Eyes,
1578-1727 yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.
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