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Saloons, barrooms, honky-tonks, or watering holes—by whatever name, they are part of the mythology of
the American West, and their stories are cocktails of legend and fact, as Richard Selcer, David Bowser,
Nancy Hamilton, and Chuck Parsons demonstrate in these entertaining and informative accounts of four
legendary Texas establishments.

In most Western communities, the first saloon was built before the first church, and the drinking
establishments far outnumbered the religious ones. Beyond their obvious functions, saloons served as
community centers, polling places, impromptu courtrooms, and public meeting halls. The authors of this
volume discuss both the social and operational aspects of the businesses: who the owners were, what drinks
were typically served, the democratic ethos that reigned at the bars, the troubling issues of social segregation
by race and gender within each establishment, and the way order was maintained—if it was at all.

Here, the spotlight is thrown on four saloons that were legends in their day: Jack Harris’s Saloon and
Vaudeville Theater in San Antonio, Ben Dowell’s Saloon in El Paso, the Iron Front of Austin, and the White
Elephant of Fort Worth. Together with architectural renderings of the floor plans and old photographs of the
establishments and some of their more famous customers, the history of each is woven into the history of its
city. Fatal shootings are recounted, and forms of entertainment are described with care and verve.

One of this book’s most fascinating aspects is the sharp detail that brings to life the malodorous, smoky
interiors and the events that took place there. Selcer and his co-authors are experts on their respective
watering holes. They start with the origins of each establishment and follow their stories until the last drink
was served and the places closed down for good. There are stops along the way to consider the construction
of the ornate bars, the suppliers of the liquor served, the attire of the gentlemen gamblers, the variety of
casino games that emptied men’s pockets, and more. Through the wealth of detail and the animated
narrative, a crucial part of Texas’ Western heritage becomes immediately accessible to the present.
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From reader reviews:

Roxie Spencer:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Legendary Watering Holes: The
Saloons that Made Texas Famous (Clayton Wheat Williams Texas Life Series) will make you to possibly be
smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which
open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought
like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Jerry Carley:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the problems coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Legendary
Watering Holes: The Saloons that Made Texas Famous (Clayton Wheat Williams Texas Life Series) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Gail Kennedy:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Legendary Watering Holes: The
Saloons that Made Texas Famous (Clayton Wheat Williams Texas Life Series) is kind of publication which
is giving the reader capricious experience.

Danny Solberg:

You can obtain this Legendary Watering Holes: The Saloons that Made Texas Famous (Clayton Wheat
Williams Texas Life Series) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your
solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through
written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just
looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to
get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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