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*Includes pictures *Includes accounts of the gold rushes written by participants *Includes bibliographies for
further reading *Includes a table of contents One of the most important and memorable events of the United
States’ westward push across the frontier came with the discovery of gold in the lands that became California
in January 1848. Located thousands of miles away from the country’s power centers on the east coast at the
time, the announcement came a month before the Mexican-American War had ended, and among the very
few Americans that were near the region at the time, many of them were Army soldiers who were
participating in the war and garrisoned there. San Francisco was still best known for being a Spanish military
and missionary outpost during the colonial era, and only a few hundred called it home. Mexico’s
independence, and its possession of those lands, had come only a generation earlier. Everything changed
almost literally overnight. While the Mexican-American War technically concluded with a treaty in February
1848, the announcement brought an influx of an estimated 90,000 “Forty-Niners” to the region in 1849,
hailing from other parts of America and even as far away as Asia. All told, an estimated 300,000 people
would come to California over the next few years, as men dangerously trekked thousands of miles in hopes
of making a fortune, and in a span of months, San Francisco’s population exploded, making it one of the first
mining boomtowns to truly spring up in the West. This was a pattern that would repeat itself across the West
anytime a mineral discovery was made, from the Southwest and Tombstone to the Dakotas and Deadwood.
Of course, that was made possible by the collective memory of the original California gold rush. Despite the
mythology and the romantic portrayals that helped make the California Gold Rush, most of the individuals
who came to make a fortune struck out instead. The gold rush was a boon to business interests, which
ensured important infrastructure developments like the railroad and the construction of westward paths, but
ultimately, it also meant that big business reaped most of the profits associated with mining the gold. While
the Forty-Niners are often remembered for panning gold out of mountain streams, it required advanced
mining technology for most to make a fortune. As historian H.W. Brands said of the impact the gold rush
had on Americans at the time, “The old American Dream ... was the dream of the Puritans, of Benjamin
Franklin's ‘Poor Richard’... of men and women content to accumulate their modest fortunes a little at a time,
year by year by year. The new dream was the dream of instant wealth, won in a twinkling by audacity and
good luck… [it] became a prominent part of the American psyche only after Sutter's Mill.” While the gold
rush may not have made every Forty-Niner rich, the events still continue to influence the country’s collective
mentality. When gold was discovered in the Yukon and Alaska almost 50 years after the rush in California, it
drew tens of thousands of prospectors despite the unforgiving climate. Mineral resources had gone a long
way in the United States acquiring Alaska a generation earlier, but the lack of transportation kept all but the
most dedicated from venturing into the Yukon and Alaska until the announcement of the gold rush. For a few
years, the attention turned to the Northwest, and thanks to vivid descriptions by writers like Jack London, the
nation became intrigued with the idea of miners toughing out the winter conditions to find hidden gold. Of
course, despite the mythology and the romantic portrayals that helped make the Klondike Gold Rush, most
of the individuals who came to make a fortune struck out instead.
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From reader reviews:

Joni Griffith:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand
up than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific The
California Gold Rush and the Klondike Gold Rush: The History of America's Most Famous Gold Rushes
book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Chad Brown:

This book untitled The California Gold Rush and the Klondike Gold Rush: The History of America's Most
Famous Gold Rushes to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you
read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you
can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read
this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past
this publication from your list.

Linda Caron:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The California Gold Rush and the Klondike Gold
Rush: The History of America's Most Famous Gold Rushes, you can enjoy both. It is great combination
right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys.
What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Adam Cuyler:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get
a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book The California Gold Rush and the Klondike
Gold Rush: The History of America's Most Famous Gold Rushes to make your reading is interesting. Your
own skill of reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you
enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for
you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the book The California Gold Rush and the
Klondike Gold Rush: The History of America's Most Famous Gold Rushes can to be your brand-new friend
when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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