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Catherine Slaney grew into womanhood unaware of her celebrated Black ancestors. An unanticipated
meeting was to change her life. Her great-grandfather was Dr. Anderson Abbott, the first Canadian-born
Black to graduate from medical school in Toronto in 1861. In Family Secrets Catherine Slaney narrates her
journey along the trail of her family tree, back through the era of slavery and the plight of fugitive slaves, the
Civil War, the Elgin settlement near Chatham, Ontario, and the Chicago years.

Why did some of her family identify with the Black Community while others did not? What role did
"passing" play? Personal anecdotes and excerpts from archival Abbott family papers enliven the historical
context of this compelling account of a family dealing with an unknown past. A welcome addition to
African-Canadian history, this moving and uplifting story demonstrates that understanding one’s identity
requires first the embracing of the past.

"When Catherine Slaney first consulted me, her intention was to research the life of her distinguished
ancestor Anderson R. Abbott. After she told me her story of the discovery of her African heritage and the
search for her roots, I urged her to make that the subject of her book. Cathy has served both of these
objectives, giving us an intricate and fascinating account of her quest for her own lost identity through the
gradual illumination of Dr. Abbott and his legacy for modern Canadians. Family Secrets carries an important
message about the issue of ’race’ as a historical artifact and as a factor in the lives of real people."

– James W. St. G. Walker, University of Waterloo

"This is a welcome addition to the growing collection of African-Canadian materials that connects an
unknown past to a promising future. That Slaney was unaware of her Black ancestry, despite that heritage
being so rich and powerful, speaks to the dilemma of Black history research – it is there but requires
considerable digging to uncover."

– Rosemary Sadlier, President, Ontario Black History Society
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From reader reviews:

Eric Campanelli:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Family Secrets: Crossing the Colour Line.

Matthew Coleman:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this Family Secrets: Crossing the Colour Line
book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Steven Simon:

The actual book Family Secrets: Crossing the Colour Line will bring that you the new experience of reading
any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book
very suited to you. The book Family Secrets: Crossing the Colour Line is much recommended to you to
learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Brandon Seymour:

This Family Secrets: Crossing the Colour Line is new way for you who has interest to look for some
information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you
know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Family Secrets: Crossing the Colour
Line can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book
type. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So
there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
a person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.
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