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Contemporary notions of friendship regularly place it in the private sphere, associated with feminized forms
of sympathy and affection. As Ivy Schweitzer explains, however, this perception leads to a misunderstanding
of American history. In an exploration of early American literature and culture, Schweitzer uncovers
friendships built on a classical model that is both public and political in nature.

Schweitzer begins with Aristotle's ideal of "perfect" friendship that positions freely chosen relationships
among equals as the highest realization of ethical, social, and political bonds. Evidence in works by John
Winthrop, Hannah Foster, James Fenimore Cooper, and Catharine Sedgwick confirms that this classical
model shaped early American concepts of friendship and, thus, democracy. Schweitzer argues that
recognizing the centrality of friendship as a cultural institution is critical to understanding the rationales for
consolidating power among white males in the young nation. She also demonstrates how women, nonelite
groups, and minorities have appropriated and redefined the discourse of perfect friendship, making equality
its result rather than its requirement. By recovering the public nature of friendship, Schweitzer establishes
discourse about affection and affiliation as a central component of American identity and democratic
community.
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From reader reviews:

Virgie Tauber:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Perfecting Friendship: Politics and Affiliation in
Early American Literature will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited
book with you?

Scott Duran:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Perfecting Friendship: Politics and Affiliation in Early American Literature, you can tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a e-book.

Sherry Duncan:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day to
reading a reserve. The book Perfecting Friendship: Politics and Affiliation in Early American Literature it is
very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high
quality.

Annie Fowler:

You can get this Perfecting Friendship: Politics and Affiliation in Early American Literature by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book
by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your



problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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