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Can virtuous behavior be explained by nature, and not by human rational choice? "It's the animal in us,” we
often hear when we've been bad. But why not when we're good? Primates and Philosophers tackles this
guestion by exploring the biological foundations of one of humanity's most valued traits: morality.

In this provocative book, renowned primatologist Frans de Waal argues that modern-day evolutionary
biology takes far too dim aview of the natural world, emphasizing our "selfish" genes and reinforcing our
habit of labeling ethical behavior as humane and the less civilized as animalistic. Seeking the origin of
human morality not in evolution but in human culture, science insists that we are moral by choice, not by
nature.

Citing remarkable evidence based on his extensive research of primate behavior, de Waal attacks "V eneer
Theory," which posits morality as athin overlay on an otherwise nasty nature. He explains how we evolved
from along line of animals that care for the weak and build cooperation with reciprocal transactions.
Drawing on Darwin, recent scientific advances, and his extensive research of primate behavior, de Waal
demonstrates a strong continuity between human and animal behavior. He probes issues such as
anthropomorphism and human responsibilities toward animals. His compelling account of how human
morality evolved out of mammalian society will fascinate anyone who has ever wondered about the origins
and reach of human goodness.

Based on the Tanner Lectures de Waal delivered at Princeton University's Center for Human Valuesin 2004,
Primates and Philosophers includes responses by the philosophers Peter Singer, Christine M. Korsgaard, and
Philip Kitcher and the science writer Robert Wright. They press de Waal to clarify the differences between
humans and other animals, yielding alively debate that will fascinate all those who wonder about the origins
and reach of human goodness.
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From reader reviews:
Sam Grimes;

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for usto find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people redlly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read abook. They are
really reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person
who don't like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Primates and Philosophers: How Morality Evolved (Princeton
Science Library).

Nancy Deanda:

The book Primates and Philosophers: How Morality Evolved (Princeton Science Library) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the
good thing like a book Primates and Philosophers. How Morality Evolved (Princeton Science Library)?
Several of you have adifferent opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many datafor us.
It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you
take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Primates and
Philosophers: How Morality Evolved (Princeton Science Library) has simple shape but the truth is know: it
has great and big function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it isvery
wonderful.

Shalon Dougherty:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for awhile is reading.
Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high.
For you who want to start reading any book, we give you that Primates and Philosophers: How Morality
Evolved (Princeton Science Library) book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Jacki Warner:

This Primates and Philosophers: How Morality Evolved (Princeton Science Library) is new way for you who
has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting
deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in
reading this Primates and Philosophers: How Morality Evolved (Princeton Science Library) can be the light
food for you personally because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone.
These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes | mean in the e-book contact form.



People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So thereis not
any in reading areserve especially thisone. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person.
So, don't misstheitem! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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