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Ruling America offers a panoramic history of our country's ruling elites from the time of the American
Revolution to the present. At its heart is the greatest of American paradoxes: How have tiny minorities of the
rich and privileged consistently exercised so much power in a nation built on the notion of rule by the
people?

In a series of thought-provoking essays, leading scholars of American history examine every epoch in which
ruling economic elites have shaped our national experience. They explore how elites came into existence,
how they established their dominance over public affairs, and how their rule came to an end. The
contributors analyze the elite coalition that led the Revolution and then examine the antebellum planters of
the South and the merchant patricians of the North. Later chapters vividly portray the Gilded Age "robber
barons," the great finance capitalists in the age of J. P. Morgan, and the foreign-policy "Establishment" of the
post-World War II years. The book concludes with a dissection of the corporate-led counter-revolution
against the New Deal characteristic of the Reagan and Bush era.

Rarely in the last half-century has one book afforded such a comprehensive look at the ways elite wealth and
power have influenced the American experiment with democracy. At a time when the distribution of wealth
and power has never been more unequal, Ruling America is of urgent contemporary relevance.
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From reader reviews:

Randy Johnson:

This Ruling America: A History of Wealth and Power in a Democracy book is absolutely not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of Ruling America: A History of Wealth and Power in a Democracy
without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry
Ruling America: A History of Wealth and Power in a Democracy can bring once you are and not make your
case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone.
This Ruling America: A History of Wealth and Power in a Democracy having great arrangement in word
along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Joyce Adam:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Ruling America: A
History of Wealth and Power in a Democracy suitable to you? The particular book was written by well
known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Ruling America: A History of Wealth and Power in a
Democracyis one of several books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people
in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The
author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this
e-book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world within this book.

Russell Stringer:

The actual book Ruling America: A History of Wealth and Power in a Democracy has a lot details on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after perusing this book.

Marc Dean:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Ruling America: A History of
Wealth and Power in a Democracy to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to
like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the book Ruling America: A History of Wealth and Power
in a Democracy can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're
doing of their time.
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