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Saving Buddhism explores the dissonance between the goals of the colonial state and the Buddhist
worldview that animated Burmese Buddhism at the turn of the twentieth century. For many Burmese, the
salient and ordering discourse was not nation or modernity but s?sana, the life of the Buddha’s teachings.
Burmese Buddhists interpreted the political and social changes between 1890 and 1920 as signs that the
Buddha’s s?sana was deteriorating. This fear of decline drove waves of activity and organizing to prevent the
loss of the Buddha’s teachings. Burmese set out to save Buddhism, but achieved much more: they took
advantage of the indeterminacy of the moment to challenge the colonial frameworks that were beginning to
shape their world.

Author Alicia Turner has examined thousands of rarely used sources-- newspapers and Buddhist journals,
donation lists, and colonial reports—to trace three discourses set in motion by the colonial encounter: the
evolving understanding of s?sana as an orienting framework for change, the adaptive modes of identity made
possible in the moral community, and the ongoing definition of religion as a site of conflict and negotiation
of autonomy. Beginning from an understanding that defining and redefining the boundaries of religion
operated as a key technique of colonial power—shaping subjects through European categories and
authorizing projects of colonial governmentality—she explores how Burmese Buddhists became actively
engaged in defining and inflecting religion to shape their colonial situation and forward their own local
projects.

Saving Buddhism intervenes not just in scholarly conversations about religion and colonialism, but in
theoretical work in religious studies on the categories of “religion” and “secular.” It contributes to ongoing
studies of colonialism, nation, and identity in Southeast Asian studies by working to denaturalize nationalist
histories. It also engages conversations on millennialism and the construction of identity in Buddhist studies
by tracing the fluid nature of s?sana as a discourse. The layers of Buddhist history that emerge challenge us
to see multiple modes of identity in colonial modernity and offer insights into the instabilities of categories
we too often take for granted.
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From reader reviews:

Anita Pfeifer:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Saving Buddhism: The
Impermanence of Religion in Colonial Burma (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) will make
you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about everything. But some
of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Thomas Deleon:

Often the book Saving Buddhism: The Impermanence of Religion in Colonial Burma (Southeast Asia:
Politics, Meaning, and Memory) will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style
to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The
book Saving Buddhism: The Impermanence of Religion in Colonial Burma (Southeast Asia: Politics,
Meaning, and Memory) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Marcus Casale:

The guide untitled Saving Buddhism: The Impermanence of Religion in Colonial Burma (Southeast Asia:
Politics, Meaning, and Memory) is the publication that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality
of the publication content that will be shown to you. The language that article author use to explained their
way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of research when write the book, to
ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of
Saving Buddhism: The Impermanence of Religion in Colonial Burma (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning,
and Memory) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Jose Johnson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer can be Saving Buddhism: The Impermanence of Religion in Colonial Burma (Southeast
Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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