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When Americans read in today's news that Qatar is funding rebel groups across the Middle East, few of us
have any idea what Qatar is or how it is run. A nation of perhaps 250,000 locals served by 1.35 million
foreign workers, the emirate is burning its gas and oil revenue at a break-neck pace in an effort to build a
position on the global stage. Is Qatar actually a suitable ally or a legitimate partner for the United States?
Under Qatari labor law, foreign workers are actually owned, for all practical purposes, by their Qatari
sponsors in a system akin to slavery. This book chronicles the experience of an American executive working
in Qatar and delves into Qatar's feudal work-sponsorship system, showing that an economic great leap
forward is not necessarily accompanied by modernization, despite superficial emblems; that prosperity and
democracy need not go hand in hand; and that being a US ally may be totally unrelated to any notion of
human rights or personal liberties. There are other Western expats still trapped in Qatar. Yet American
workers, students and others blithely interact with Qatar as if it were a 'normal' (i.e., Westernized) nation
where one may navigate with confidence. It is nothing of the sort. In the meantime Qatar, under the
leadership of an emir who overthrew his own father, is fostering international unrest across the entire Arab
world, while racing to build a modern-looking city from scratch. Some of the economic, environmental and
demographic assumptions underlying these plans are worthy of another 1000 tales from Arabia. American
businessman Nasser Beydoun found out for himself how quickly the Qataris are moving when he embarked
on an exciting new career path, leaving his hometown of Dearborn, Michigan, to move to Qatar to manage
the opening of several chain restaurants as part of the sudden economic boom there. It didn't take long for the
deal to turn sour, but Beydoun didn't realize the extent of his problem until he tried to leave the country —
and was stopped at the border. In this book he paints a general picture of life in this fantastical realm while
relaying his personal struggle to escape a legal runaround worthy of Kafka's novels.
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From reader reviews:

Pablo Cowart:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called The Glass Palace:
Illusions of Freedom and Democracy in Qatar? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you
can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has
the opinion or you have other opinion?

Chris Moore:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve The Glass Palace: Illusions of
Freedom and Democracy in Qatar will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading any book make
you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
ideal book with you?

Anita Sizemore:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own
reader with their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also
they write about the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them
is this The Glass Palace: Illusions of Freedom and Democracy in Qatar.

Terrance Bartholomew:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source that will
filled update of news. On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a
person. From media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book,
novel and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread
out your book? Or just seeking the The Glass Palace: Illusions of Freedom and Democracy in Qatar when
you necessary it?
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