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Among the most enduring themes in American history is the idea that the United States was founded as a
Christian nation. A pervasive narrative in everything from school textbooks to political commentary, it is
central to the way in which many Americans perceive the historical legacy of their nation. Yet, as Steven K.
Green shows in this illuminating new book, it is little more than a myth.

In Inventing a Christian America, Green, a leading historian of religion and politics, explores the historical
record that is purported to support the popular belief in America's religious founding and status as a Christian
nation. He demonstrates that, like all myths, these claims are based on historical "facts" that have been
colored by the interpretive narratives that have been imposed upon them. In tracing the evolution of these
claims and the evidence levied in support of them from the founding of the New England colonies, through
the American Revolution, and to the present day, he investigates how they became leading narratives in the
country's collective identity. Three critical moments in American history shaped and continue to drive the
myth of a Christian America: the Puritan founding of New England, the American Revolution and the
forging of a new nation, and the early years of the nineteenth century, when a second generation of
Americans sought to redefine and reconcile the memory of the founding to match their religious and patriotic
aspirations. Seeking to shed light not only on the veracity of these ideas but on the reasons they endure,
Green ultimately shows that the notion of America's religious founding is a myth not merely in the colloquial
sense, but also in a deeper sense, as a shared story that gives deeper meaning to our collective national
identity.

Offering a fresh look at one of the most common and contested claims in American history, Inventing a
Christian America is an enlightening read for anyone interested in the story of-and the debate over-America's
founding.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Turner:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Inventing a Christian America: The Myth of
the Religious Founding book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information
in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Virginia Smith:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Inventing a Christian
America: The Myth of the Religious Founding that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by
simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want
to start reading as your good habit, you may pick Inventing a Christian America: The Myth of the Religious
Founding become your current starter.

Nancy Smith:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Inventing a Christian America: The Myth of the Religious Founding this
e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of
you.

Charles Smith:

Beside that Inventing a Christian America: The Myth of the Religious Founding in your phone, it may give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going
to got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have Inventing a Christian America: The Myth of the Religious Founding
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you
would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The



Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from now!
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