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Japanese architect Arata Isozaki sees buildings not as dead objects but as events that encompass the social
and historical context -- not to be defined forever by their "everlasting materiality" but as texts to be
interpreted and reread continually. In Japan-ness in Architecture, he identifies what is essentially Japanese in
architecture from the seventh to the twentieth century. In the opening essay, Isozaki analyzes the struggles of
modern Japanese architects, including himself, to create something uniquely Japanese out of modernity. He
then circles back in history to find what he calls Japan-ness in the seventh-century Ise shrine, reconstruction
of the twelfth-century Todai-ji Temple, and the seventeenth-century Katsura Imperial Villa. He finds the
periodic ritual relocation of Ise's precincts a counter to the West's concept of architectural permanence, and
the repetition of the ritual an alternative to modernity's anxious quest for origins. He traces the "constructive
power" of the Todai-ji Temple to the vision of the director of its reconstruction, the monk Chogen, whose
imaginative power he sees as corresponding to the revolutionary turmoil of the times. The Katsura Imperial
Villa, with its chimerical spaces, achieved its own Japan-ness as it reinvented the traditional shoin style. And
yet, writes Isozaki, what others consider to be the Japanese aesthetic is often the opposite of that essential
Japan-ness born in moments of historic self-definition; the purified stylization -- what Isozaki calls
"Japanesquization" -- lacks the energy of cultural transformation and reflects an island retrenchment in
response to the pressure of other cultures.Combining historical survey, critical analysis, theoretical
reflection, and autobiographical account, these essays, written over a period of twenty years, demonstrate
Isozaki's standing as one of the world's leading architects and preeminent architectural thinkers.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Clark:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Japan-ness in Architecture. You can choose the best book
if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book Japan-ness in
Architecture. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you
can open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Darlene Goins:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Japan-ness in Architecture book because this book
offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you probably know this.

Jose Rivera:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Japan-ness in Architecture that give
your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can
be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't
be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to
end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick
Japan-ness in Architecture become your own starter.

Larry Luis:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Japan-ness in Architecture why because the great cover
that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up
this book.
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