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The raising of children, their role in society, and the degree to which family and community is structured
around them, varies quite significantly around the world. The Anthropology of Childhood provides the first
comprehensive review of the literature on children from a distinctly anthropological perspective. Bringing
together key evidence from cultural anthropology, history, and primate studies, it argues that our common
understandings about children are narrowly culture-bound. Whereas dominant society views children as
precious, innocent and preternaturally cute 'cherubs', Lancy introduces the reader to societies where children
are viewed as unwanted, inconvenient 'changelings', or as desired but pragmatically commoditized 'chattels'.
Looking in particular at family structure and reproduction, profiles of children's caretakers, their treatment at
different ages, their play, work, schooling, and transition to adulthood, this volume provides a rich,
interesting, and original portrait of children in past and contemporary cultures. A must-read for anyone
interested in childhood.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Lantigua:

The book The Anthropology of Childhood: Cherubs, Chattel, Changelings can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book The
Anthropology of Childhood: Cherubs, Chattel, Changelings? Several of you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along
with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share
all of these. Book The Anthropology of Childhood: Cherubs, Chattel, Changelings has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and
read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Ryan Moore:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your free
time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing
you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be the
e-book untitled The Anthropology of Childhood: Cherubs, Chattel, Changelings can be fine book to read.
May be it might be best activity to you.

Audrey Mack:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping The Anthropology of Childhood:
Cherubs, Chattel, Changelings that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you are able to pick The Anthropology of Childhood: Cherubs, Chattel,
Changelings become your starter.

Steven Atkins:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be
examine. The Anthropology of Childhood: Cherubs, Chattel, Changelings can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.
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