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One of the most important modern developments in American constitutional law has been the extension of
the Bill of Rights to the states. The most important guarantees of the first eight amendments have been
incorporated into the Due Process Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment, along with the doctrine that these
are rights that are so "fundamental" that any restriction is subject to judicial "strict scrutiny." The process has
nationalized fundamental rights, giving them a preferred dignity and majesty. In this volume, the renowned
constitutional scholar, Milton Konvitz, traces the development of fundamental rights from the early days of
American jurisprudence through twentieth-century cases involving the right to privacy, racial discrimination,
voting rights, censorship, and abortion laws.

In Konvitz's astute view, the Bill of Rights in the Constitution of the United States, like the Ten
Commandments, places no priority among protected or guaranteed rights. He argues that values, ideals,
rights, liberties, and privileges need to be placed in a hierarchical order or scale. The Supreme Court, acting
on a case-by-case basis, has slowly and cautiously moved to designate some rights as superior to others. This
idea that some rights are of a "fundamental" nature, while others are not, can be traced back to the early days
of the nation's government. Konvitz shows that there may be said to be not one, but two or even three bills of
rights, one for the Federal government and one for the States. Still another, may be an unwritten but evolving
Bill of Rights. The Court has recognized rights or liberties that are in no written constitution, as for example,
a right to marry, a right to have a family, a right to choose education of one's children in a private, even a
religious, school, rather than a public school. In an illuminating fashion, Konvitz, whose writings have been
cited in Supreme Court decisions, traces the controversial and very uneven line of development of such
"fundamental rights."

This volume is likely the first book on the subject and a pioneering work in the history of American
constitutional law. Accessibly written for a general and scholarly audience, it will be of particular interest to
political scientists, historians, and constitutional scholars.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Rodgers:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
lots of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is usually Fundamental Rights: History of a Constitutional Doctrine.

Mary Fix:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Fundamental Rights: History of
a Constitutional Doctrine which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Daniel Hutchison:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Fundamental Rights: History of a Constitutional
Doctrine was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Fundamental Rights:
History of a Constitutional Doctrine has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all
of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best
book in your case and try to like reading that.

Carolyn Ziolkowski:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Fundamental Rights: History of a Constitutional Doctrine can make you truly
feel more interested to read.
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