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Seamus Heaney's prose poetics return repeatedly to the adequacy of poetry, its ameliorative, restorative
response to the violence of public historical life. It is a curiously equivocal ideal, and as such most clearly
demonstrates the intellectual origins, the humanist character, and the inherent strains of these poetics, the
work of one of the world's leading poet-critics of the last thirty years. Seamus Heaney and the Adequacy of
Poetry is the first study of the development of Heaney's thought and its central theme. Eschewing the
tendency of Heaney critics to endorse or expand on the poet's poetics in largely adulatory terms, it draws on
archival as well as print sources to trace the emerging dualistic shape, redemptive logic, and post-Christian
nature of Heaney's thought, from his undergraduate formation to the expansive affirmations of his late
cultural poetics. Through a meticulous and wholly new examination of Heaney's revisions to previously
published prose, it reveals the logical strain of his conceptual constructions, so that it becomes acutely
apparent just how appropriate that ambivalent ideal 'adequacy' is. This book takes seriously the post-
Christian, frequently religious tenor of Heaney's language, explicating the character of his thought while
exposing its limits: Heaney's belief in poetry's adequacy ultimately constitutes an Arnoldian substitute for--
indeed, an 'afterimage' of--Christian belief. This is the deep significance of the idea of adequacy to Heaney's
thought: it allows us to identify precisely the late humanist character and the limits of his troubled trust in
poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Weiss:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Seamus Heaney and the Adequacy of Poetry.

James Baker:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Seamus Heaney and the Adequacy of Poetry book is readable by means of
you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of
Seamus Heaney and the Adequacy of Poetry content conveys prospect easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking Seamus Heaney and the Adequacy of Poetry is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Debra Palacios:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Seamus Heaney and the Adequacy of
Poetry that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all
over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular
person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as
your good habit, you can pick Seamus Heaney and the Adequacy of Poetry become your own personal
starter.

Regina Dye:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The Seamus Heaney and the Adequacy of Poetry provide you with a new experience in reading a book.
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