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This book is the proceedings of the Falk Symposium No. 127 on `Autoimmune Diseases in Paediatric
Gastroenterology' (IV International Falk Symposium on Paediatric Gastroenterology), held in Basel,
Switzerland, on November 8-9, 2001. The symposium focused on the role of the immune system, both the
acquired and the innate systems, in inflammatory bowel disease (IBD) in children and adolescents. The
innate system has an important fundamental role in host defence by initiating immune responses against
potentially deleterious matter. However, a mutation within the innate system may elicit an immune response
against the host: hence, an autoimmune response.

Chronic autoimmune hepatitis occurs predominantly in young people, and especially in women.
Immunological changes are conspicuous. Tissue antibodies are found in a large number of patients. This is a
disease of disordered immunoregulation marked by a deficit in suppressor T cells causing the production of
autoantibodies against specific hepatocyte surface antigen. Liver membrane protein is found in the sera of
patients with autoimmune chronic acute hepatitis and with primary biliary cirrhosis (PBC). The latter
condition of progressive granulomatous destruction of intrahepatic bile ducts is, in many respects, analogous
to the graft-versus-host syndrome where the immune system has become sensitized to foreign HLA-
molecules.

Primary sclerosing cholangitis (PSC) is another condition of unknown origin. All parts of the biliary tree can
be involved in a chronic, fibrosing, inflammatory process that results in obliteration of the biliary tree and
ultimately in biliary cirrhosis. About half of the patients also suffer from ulcerative colitis and rarely from
Crohn's disease. Circulating antibodies to some antigens are found in obstructed portal tracts, as well as
increased concentrations of biliary immune complexes in patients with PBC.
In all three previous Falk symposia on paediatric gastroenterology, attention was focused on the role of the
innate immune system in the aetiology of IBD. It has become increasingly clear in recent years that the
innate system has a much more important and fundamental role in host defence. The decision to initiate an
immune response is one of the major roles of the innate system. Mutations within this system could
transform it into becoming constitutively active, resulting in an inflammatory reaction and thus eliciting an
autoimmune response.

Following an introduction to the basic phenomena of autoimmunity, the proceedings discuss clinical aspects
of autoimmune diseases. In particular, current knowledge and the state of the art about the diagnosis and
treatment of the autoimmune diseases of the gastrointestinal tract are described by world-renowned experts.
The book also contains the short presentations on selected topics, as well as abstracts of the mini-posters read
by title, which were included in the symposium.
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From reader reviews:

Rita Heil:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Autoimmune Diseases in Pediatric Gastroenterology (Falk
Symposium). Try to make the book Autoimmune Diseases in Pediatric Gastroenterology (Falk Symposium)
as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course
make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence
because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge
with this book.

William Chapman:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book called
Autoimmune Diseases in Pediatric Gastroenterology (Falk Symposium)? Maybe it is to get best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Bryan Jones:

Beside this Autoimmune Diseases in Pediatric Gastroenterology (Falk Symposium) in your phone, it could
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Autoimmune Diseases in Pediatric Gastroenterology (Falk Symposium)
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you
seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend
here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this
book and also read it from now!

Jennifer Chambers:

You can obtain this Autoimmune Diseases in Pediatric Gastroenterology (Falk Symposium) by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this
book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your e-
book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.
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