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HISTORICAL NOVELS REVIEW: The backdrop of Joseph Jay Deiss and Susanna Deiss' delightful
historical novel Justa may be familiar to most readers: the city of Herculaneum, doomed to be buried under
molten lava at the eruption of Mt. Vesuviusin AD 79. Excavations are ongoing in asmall fraction of what
was once a sprawling, bustling city, and like similar works at Pompeii, those excavations have yielded
tantalizing clues about the lives of the ordinary people who were trapped and killed there two thousand years
ago. One such story involves a young woman named Justa whose mother was a freed slave of some wealth,
which she bequeathed to her daughter. The widow of the man who freed Justa’s mother has designs on that
inheritance, and the novel takes readers on a fascinating re-creation of the provincial Roman legal system as
Justa strives to protect her legacy in court. She comes to the attention of idealistic young nobleman Marcus
Balbus, which adds social conflict to legal woes, and Deiss & Deiss manageit all very skillfully, balancing
and counterbal ancing plots and subplots while keeping one eye firmly fixed on the apocaypse the reader
knows is coming. Justais an appealingly designed and profusely illustrated book, but its main attractions are
the decidedly old-fashioned kind: solid plot, attractive young lovers, a hissable villain, and an inevitable fate
that just might be survivable. Highly recommended. About reviewer Steve Donoghue: In addition to writing
reviews for the Historical Novel Society, Steve Donoghue is Managing Editor of the literary journal "Open
Letters Monthly," and he writes for the "National", the "Washington Post," the "Wall Street Journal ,"
"Kirkus," and the "Boston Globe."
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From reader reviews:
William Hoover :

Now aday those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How alot more to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especialy this Justa book since this book offers
you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there isno
doubt in it you probably know this.

Betty Giuliani:

This Justa are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this
Justa can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining
food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book will
be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Justa forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Sandra M cL ean:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Justa suitable to
you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Justais a single of
several books that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of peoplein the world. When
you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of
this e-book. This book will give you alarge amount of information about this world now. So that you can see
the represented of the world on this book.

Grant Rickard:

Isit you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying
down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Justa can be the answer, oh how comes? A book
you know. Y ou are consegquently out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this brand-new erais
common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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