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Published in 1997, Terryl Givens's The Viper on the Hearth was widely praised as a landmark work--indeed,
The Wall Street Journal hailed it as "one of the five best books on Mormonism." Now, in the wake of a tidal
wave of Mormon-inspired artistic, literary, and political activity--ranging from the Broadway hit The Book
of Mormon, to the H.B.O. series Big Love, to the political campaign of Mitt Romney--Givens presents an
updated edition that addresses the continuing presence and reception of the Mormon image in contemporary
culture. The Viper on the Hearth showed how nineteenth- and twentieth-century American writers frequently
cast the Mormon as a stock villain in such fictional genres as mysteries, westerns, and popular romances. If
today some authors like Tom Clancy use "Mormon" as shorthand for "clean cut and patriotic," earlier writers
more often depicted the Mormons as a violent and perverse people--the "viper on the hearth"--who sought to
violate the domestic sphere of the mainstream. Givens is the first to reveal how popular fiction constructed
an image of the Mormon as a religious and social Other. The list of authors includes both American and
English writers, from Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's first Sherlock Holmes mystery to Zane Grey's Riders of the
Purple Sage, from Robert Louis Stevenson's The Dynamiter to Jack London's Star Rover. For this edition,
Givens has expanded the final chapter, shedding further light on the Mormon presence in contemporary
American culture, with insightful discussions of topics ranging from the musical, The Book of Mormon, to
the political campaigns of Mitt Romney and Jon Huntsman.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Garza:

In other case, little individuals like to read book The Viper on the Hearth: Mormons, Myths, and the
Construction of Heresy (Religion in America). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book.
Provided that we know about how is important a new book The Viper on the Hearth: Mormons, Myths, and
the Construction of Heresy (Religion in America). You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-
book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Marjorie Wright:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just their can
do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from
on pre-school until university need that The Viper on the Hearth: Mormons, Myths, and the Construction of
Heresy (Religion in America) to read.

Thomas Stewart:

This The Viper on the Hearth: Mormons, Myths, and the Construction of Heresy (Religion in America) book
is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by
reading this book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting
deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific The Viper on the Hearth: Mormons,
Myths, and the Construction of Heresy (Religion in America) without we comprehend teach the one who
looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry The Viper on the Hearth:
Mormons, Myths, and the Construction of Heresy (Religion in America) can bring if you are and not make
your case space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell
phone. This The Viper on the Hearth: Mormons, Myths, and the Construction of Heresy (Religion in
America) having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Carrie Hanks:

Often the book The Viper on the Hearth: Mormons, Myths, and the Construction of Heresy (Religion in
America) will bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate
the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book
The Viper on the Hearth: Mormons, Myths, and the Construction of Heresy (Religion in America) is much



recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read
the book.
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