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“Why are Kazakhstan and Montana the same place?” asks one chapter of Kate Brown’s surprising and
unusual journey into the histories of places on the margins, overlooked or erased. It turns out that a ruined
mining town in Kazakhstan and Butte, Montana—America’s largest environmental Superfund site—have
much more in common than one would think thanks to similarities in climate, hucksterism, and the
perseverance of their few hardy inhabitants. Taking readers to these and other unlikely locales, Dispatches
from Dystopia delves into the very human and sometimes very fraught ways we come to understand a
particular place, its people, and its history.

In Dispatches from Dystopia, Brown wanders the Chernobyl Zone of Alienation, first on the Internet and
then in person, to figure out which version—the real or the virtual—is the actual forgery. She also takes us to
the basement of a hotel in Seattle to examine the personal possessions left in storage by Japanese-Americans
on their way to internment camps in 1942. In Uman, Ukraine, we hide with Brown in a tree in order to
witness the annual male-only Rosh Hashanah celebration of Hasidic Jews. In the Russian southern Urals, she
speaks with the citizens of the small city of Kyshtym, where invisible radioactive pollutants have
mysteriously blighted lives. Finally, Brown returns home to Elgin, Illinois, in the midwestern industrial rust
belt to investigate the rise of “rustalgia” and the ways her formative experiences have inspired her obsession
with modernist wastelands.
 
Dispatches from Dystopia powerfully and movingly narrates the histories of locales that have been silenced,
broken, or contaminated. In telling these previously unknown stories, Brown examines the making and
unmaking of place, and the lives of the people who remain in the fragile landscapes that are left behind.
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Villa:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Dispatches from Dystopia: Histories of Places Not Yet
Forgotten. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important a new book Dispatches from Dystopia: Histories of Places Not Yet Forgotten. You can add
information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book
or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to
the library. Let's go through.

Heidi Fritz:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question simply
because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Dispatches from Dystopia: Histories of
Places Not Yet Forgotten to read.

Nannie Hernandez:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Dispatches from
Dystopia: Histories of Places Not Yet Forgotten is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Victor Brown:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Dispatches from Dystopia: Histories of Places Not Yet Forgotten, you may tells your family, friends as well



as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.
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