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“So inviting you might find yourself tempted to give the experience a whirl and ride the Italian trains
yourself, book in hand.”—Liesl Schillinger, New York Times Book Review

Tim Parks’s books on Italy have been hailed as "so vivid, so packed with delectable details, [they] serve as a
more than decent substitute for the real thing" (Los Angeles Times Book Review). Now, in his first Italian
travelogue in a decade, he delivers a charming and funny portrait of Italian ways by riding its trains from
Verona to Milan, Rome to Palermo, and right down to the heel of Italy.

Parks begins as any traveler might: "A train is a train is a train, isn’t it?" But soon he turns his novelist’s eye
to the details, and as he journeys through majestic Milano Centrale station or on the newest high-speed rail
line, he delivers a uniquely insightful portrait of Italy. Through memorable encounters with ordinary
Italians—conductors and ticket collectors, priests and prostitutes, scholars and lovers, gypsies and
immigrants—Parks captures what makes Italian life distinctive: an obsession with speed but an acceptance of
slower, older ways; a blind eye toward brutal architecture amid grand monuments; and an undying love of a
good argument and the perfect cappuccino.

Italian Ways also explores how trains helped build Italy and how their development reflects Italians’ sense of
themselves from Garibaldi to Mussolini to Berlusconi and beyond. Most of all, Italian Ways is an
entertaining attempt to capture the essence of modern Italy. As Parks writes, "To see the country by train is
to consider the crux of the essential Italian dilemma: Is Italy part of the modern world, or not?"
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Poppe:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Italian Ways: On and Off the Rails from Milan to Palermo your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get before. The Italian Ways: On and Off the Rails from Milan to Palermo giving you a
different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Jill White:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy your
short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to be examine.
Italian Ways: On and Off the Rails from Milan to Palermo can be your answer since it can be read by you
who have those short time problems.

Catherine Acevedo:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The Italian
Ways: On and Off the Rails from Milan to Palermo offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Candace Arroyo:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Italian Ways: On and Off the Rails from Milan to
Palermo was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Italian Ways: On and Off
the Rails from Milan to Palermo has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore ,
not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the
best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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