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From 1925 to 1951--three chaotic decades of depression, war, and social upheaval--Jewish writers brought to
the musical stage a powerfully appealing vision of America fashioned through song and dance. It was an
optimistic, meritocratic, selectively inclusive America in which Jews could at once lose and find themselves-
-assimilation enacted onstage and off, as Andrea Most shows. This book examines two interwoven narratives
crucial to an understanding of twentieth-century American culture: the stories of Jewish acculturation and of
the development of the American musical.

Here we delve into the work of the most influential artists of the genre during the years surrounding World
War II--Irving Berlin, Eddie Cantor, Dorothy and Herbert Fields, George and Ira Gershwin, Oscar
Hammerstein, Lorenz Hart, and Richard Rodgers--and encounter new interpretations of classics such as The
Jazz Singer, Whoopee, Girl Crazy, Babes in Arms, Oklahoma!, Annie Get Your Gun, South Pacific, and The
King and I. Most's analysis reveals how these brilliant composers, librettists, and performers transformed the
experience of New York Jews into the grand, even sacred acts of being American. Read in the context of
memoirs, correspondence, production designs, photographs, and newspaper clippings, the Broadway musical
clearly emerges as a form by which Jewish artists negotiated their entrance into secular American society. In
this book we see how the communities these musicals invented and the anthems they popularized constructed
a vision of America that fostered self-understanding as the nation became a global power.
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From reader reviews:

Chad Brown:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Making Americans:
Jews and the Broadway Musical is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Maritza Berry:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the book untitled Making Americans: Jews and the Broadway Musical can be
good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Ellis Dunn:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Making Americans: Jews and the Broadway Musical the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get before. The Making Americans: Jews and the Broadway Musical giving you another
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era.
So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing
spare time activity?

Catherine Almond:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Making Americans: Jews and the
Broadway Musical is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon.
If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make
you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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