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From one of the greatest historians of the Spanish world, here is afresh and fascinating account of Spain’s
early conquestsin the Americas. Hugh Thomas's magisterial narrative of Spain in the New World has all the
characteristics of great historical literature: amazing discoveries, ambition, greed, religious fanaticism, court
intrigue, and a battle for the soul of humankind.

Hugh Thomas shows Spain at the dawn of the sixteenth century as aworld power on the brink of greatness.
Her monarchs, Fernando and Isabel, had retaken Granada from |slam, thereby completing restoration of the
entire Iberian peninsulato Catholic rule. Flush with success, they agreed to sponsor an obscure Genoese
sailor's plan to sail west to the Indies, where, legend purported, gold and spices flowed asif they wererivers.
For Spain and for the world, this decision to send Christopher Columbus west was epocha—the dividing
line between the medieval and the modern.

Spain’s colonial adventures began inauspiciously: Columbus's meagerly funded expedition cost less than a
Spanish princess' s recent wedding. In spite of its small scale, it was a mission of astounding scope: to claim
for Spain all the wealth of the Indies. The gold alone, thought Columbus, would fund a grand Crusade to
reunite Christendom with its holy city, Jerusalem.

The lofty aspirations of the first explorers died hard, as the pursuit of wealth and glory competed with the
pursuit of pious impulses. The adventurers from Spain were also, of course, curious about geographical
mysteries, and they had aremarkable loyalty to their country. But rather than bridging earth and heaven,
Spain’s many conguests bore a bitter fruit. In their search for gold, Spaniards enslaved “Indians’ from the
Bahamas and the South American mainland. The eloquent protests of Bartolomé de las Casas, here much
discussed, began aimost immediately. Columbus and other Spanish explorers—Cortés, Ponce de Ledn, and
Magellan among them—created an empire for Spain of unsurpassed size and scope. But the door was soon
open for other powers, enemies of Spain, to stake their claims.

Great men and women dominate these pages. cardinals and bishops, priors and sailors, landowners and
warriors, princes and priests, noblemen and their determined wives.

Riversof Gold isagreat story brilliantly told. More significant, it is an engrossing history with many
profound—often disturbing—echoes in the present.
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From reader reviews:
Brian Roberts:

Here thing why that Rivers of Gold: The Rise of the Spanish Empire, from Columbus to Magellan are
different and trusted to be yours. First of al reading a book is good however it dependsin the content from it
which isthe content is as delightful asfood or not. Rivers of Gold: The Rise of the Spanish Empire, from
Columbus to Magellan giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there
but thereis no reserve that similar with Rivers of Gold: The Rise of the Spanish Empire, from Columbusto
Magellan. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. Y ou can easily bring everywhere like
in park, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having difficultiesin bringing the published
book maybe the form of Rivers of Gold: The Rise of the Spanish Empire, from Columbus to Magellan in e-
book can be your choice.

Gregg Spencer:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also be alife style. This reading addiction
giveyou lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want
sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Rivers of
Gold: The Rise of the Spanish Empire, from Columbus to Magellan is kind of publication which is giving the
reader unstable experience.

Robert Williams:

Y ou can get this Rivers of Gold: The Rise of the Spanish Empire, from Columbus to Magellan by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on
your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition
can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking from your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your reserve. It ismost important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade.
Let'stry to choose proper ways for you.

Lorraine Bryant:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likeslooking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Rivers of Gold: The Rise of the Spanish
Empire, from Columbus to Magellan or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how
the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps



students especially. Those publications are hel ping them to add their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science e-book, any other book likes Rivers of Gold: The Rise of the Spanish Empire, from Columbus
to Magellan to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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