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A survey of one of the giants of Renaissance thought, The Essays: A Selection collects some of Michel de
Montaigne's most startling and original works, translated from the French and edited with an introduction
and notes by M.A. Screech in Penguin Classics. To overcome a crisis of melancholy after the death of his
father, Montaigne withdrew to his country estates and began to write, and in the highly original essays that
resulted he discussed themes such as fathers and children, conscience and cowardice, coaches and cannibals,
and, above all, himself. On Some Lines of Virgil opens out into a frank discussion of sexuality and makes a
revolutionary case for the equality of the sexes. In On Experience he superbly propounds his thoughts on the
right way to live, while other essays touch on issues of an age struggling with religious and intellectual strife,
with France torn apart by civil war. These diverse subjects are united by Montaigne's distinctive voice - that
of a tolerant man, sceptical, humane, often humorous and utterly honest in his pursuit of the truth. M.A.
Screech's distinguished translation fully retains the light-hearted and inquiring nature of the essays. In his
introduction, he examines Montaigne's life and times, and the remarkable self-portrait that emerges from his
works. Michel de Montaigne (1533-1586) studied law and spent a number of years working as a counsellor
before devoting his life to reading, writing and reflection. If you enjoyed The Essays: A Selection, you might
like Francis Bacon's The Essays, also available in Penguin Classics.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Mendoza:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The Essays: A Selection (Penguin Classics). Try to make book The
Essays: A Selection (Penguin Classics) as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you
sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we
should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Paul Butler:

The book The Essays: A Selection (Penguin Classics) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.
You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book The Essays: A
Selection (Penguin Classics) to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like
open and read a reserve The Essays: A Selection (Penguin Classics). Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Emma Anderson:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Essays: A Selection
(Penguin Classics) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Gary Williams:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This e-book The Essays: A Selection (Penguin Classics) was filled about
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to
read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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